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The Kofu Kai Review 
The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

Volume 30, Number 2                             February 2011 

Meeting Time and Place 
February 19, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Executive Board  

 

Officers 
 

Founding President: 
Harry Hirao                      714-847-1832 

President 
Manuel Martinez              949-770-9633 

Vice President 
Carol Upston                   310-346-4203 

Recording Secretary 
Sharyn Bassin                   714-827-0661 

Treasurer: 
Bill Hutchinson            714-964-6973 

Past President 
Paul De Rose 

Board of Directors 
Larry Ragle          949-497-5626 

Joe James            562-598-4263 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Auction 
Bill Hutchinson            714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson            714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda Danesi     714-826-5024 

Bus Trip 
Nina Ragle            949-497-5626 

Meeting Refreshments 
Shari Religa            949-502-6434 

Membership 
Bill Hutchinson            714-964-6973 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Chassagne          949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Al Nelson            949-854-2681 

Program 
Carol Upston            310-346-4203 

Publicity 

open             

Show Co-Chairs 
Anthony Chiusolo            714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak            949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
Marybel Balendonck       714-524-0275 

Website 
Ryan Cali                  949-735-3463 

 

 

    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 
 

 

 

 

 .  
February Grand Master Demo 

Harry Hirao 

 

Harry is the Founding President of the Kofu Kai 

Bonsai Club. He is internationally known for his 

experience of over 60 years working on California 

Junipers. This is the event that many enthusiasts 

around the world would love to witness. You will 

be able to ask questions regarding care and 

maintenance of California Junipers. We look 

forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 

Do not miss it, you may WIN the California 

Raffled Tree! 



 2 

 

 
 
 
It’s that time of the year, DUES ARE DUE. Your newsletter will discontinue as of March if you have not renewed.  

Contact Bill Hutchinson at the meeting or when making Annual Dues payments by mail, please use these 

directions: 

Make Checks out to:  KOFU BONSAI KAI 

$20 per individual, or $25 for couples or two persons at one address. 

Include your Name, Address, Telephone Number, and e-mail address is mandatory if you wish to receive a 

newsletter. 

MAIL Checks To:     BILL HUTCHINSON 

18317 COLVILLE STREET 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA. 92708 

If you joined during the months of Oct., Nov., or Dec. you are paid for 2011. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
January meeting 

 

 

The January meeting was an attempt to address some requests or suggestions made by members. The workshop 
demo was designed to create an atmosphere of member involvement and instruction on basics. 
 

There were 10 people who signed up for the workshop and they were split into two groups. Five participants 
started at 4PM, finishing their trees at 6pm or shortly thereafter. The second group started their trees at 7PM and 
was the demo for the meeting.  The participants were Tish Miya, Alonso Uribe, Leopoldo Valenzuela, Dave Miles, 
Gary Oden, Wayne?, Helen Spiro, Ryan Cali,  John Kishel, and we lost a name, Please advise. 
 

The material was provided by Carol Upston and was Bald Cypress. While these trees were small, 15 to 20 inches in 
height, they will ultimately reflect the character of the tree in nature. Of course this will depend on the care they  
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are given by their new owners. We hope to see them return at future meetings so we can monitor their progress 
and if need be help in its design. 
 

Besides the characteristics of the material we covered some basics for care which occur this time of year. The 
most relevant issue covered was transplanting. Root pruning, watering and exposure to sun and heat for 
successful transplant were all discussed. 
 

It appeared that those involved in the workshop enjoyed themselves and there were some good questions form 
the audience. I know that this was geared more towards the beginner but if you think this type of demo is 
relevant or could be applied to other subjects that you would like more information on let me know. Please make 
sure that Kofu Kai is in the subject matter when emailing. 
 

I would like to thank those who assisted in the demo, Carol Upston, Paul Vasina, Anthony Chiusolo, and Mike 
Veljak 
 

Manuel Martinez 
Manny22816@aol.com 

 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMMING EVENTS 

 
GSBF 2011 BONSAI-A-THON, BEGINNER’S WORKSHOP –Saturday February 

26, 2011, 9:00 am till Noon.  Huntington Gardens and Library, 1151 Oxford Drive, San Marino, CA.  

Free pass to all of the Huntington Gardens. Bazaar with many 

vendors of top-quality plants, tools, pots and books. Breakfast and lunch will be 

available. FFI, Marge Blasingame: 626-579-0420 or margeblasingame@att.net 

 

CBS Show March 26 and 27 at Huntington Gardens and Library, 1151 Oxford Drive, 

San Marino, CA. 

mailto:margeblasingame@att.net
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Bowers Museum April 14 to 17, Kofu Bonsai Kai to have displays and demo.  More 

information upcoming. 

 

April 16 and 17 display at Buddhist Temple during festival.  More information to 

come. 

 

 

 

ANYONE INTERESTED?? 

 

San Diego Bonsai will be dedicating their new Bonsai Pavilion May 1st. at the Wild 

Animal Park.  Kofu Kai and its members are invited to the opening and dedication. If 

there is enough interest in members attending we will do a bus trip. There will be 

food and we can party on the way down and back. We need to get 30 people to sign 

up at $30 per person for the trip. If interested please contact me or Nina Ragle at 

the meeting. If you can't make it please send me a email at manny22816@aol.com to 

reserve a space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
K O F U  B ON S AI  K A I  -  B ON SA I  ID EA S  

 

B Y  MAR T Y  M AN N  

 

F E BR U AR Y ,  2 0 11  ( #6 7 )  

 

 

T h i s  i s  p o t  c l ea n - up  t i m e .  R em o v e  a c c um u la t e d  l a y e r s  o f  s o i l  a n d  l i m e  d ep o s i t s .  So m e 

c h em i ca l s  m a y  h e lp  b u t  e lb o w g r ea s e  wo r k s  b es t .  T r y  o n e  o f  t he  n e w a b r a s i v e  Ja p a ne s e  

e r a s e r s  t h a t  a r e  us u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  a t  co n v en t i o n  b a z a a r s  a n d  m a ny  b o n s a i  s ho p s .  

 

S o i l  m i x e s  s ho u l d  b e  p r ep a r e d  i n  a d v a n c e .  A  g o o d  s t a n da r d  m i x  m us t  b e  s u i t a b l e  t o  

y o u r  c l i m a t i c  a r e a  a n d  w a t e r i ng  p r o c e d ur es .  A  b a s i c  m i x  m us t  co n t a i n  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  

o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t yp es  m a t e r i a l .  

  

T h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  i n c l u d e  s o m e s a nd y  g a r de n  l o a m  m i x e d  w i t h  p o r t i o ns  o f  h um u s   

s u c h  a s  f i r  b a r k ,  r e d w o o d m u l c h  o r  p e a t  m o s s ,  a n d  a n  a g g r eg a t e  s uc h  a s   

d e c o m p o s e d  g r a n i t e ,  p e r l i t e ,  p um i c e  o r  r i ve r  s a n d .  T h e  p r o p o r t i o ns  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  
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i n  y o u r  m i x  i s  b es t  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  y o u r  o wn  r e g i o n a l  r eq u i r em e n t s .  P r o p o r t i o n s   

s h o u l d  va r y  f o r  d i f f e r en t  t yp es  o f  g r o w i ng  m a t e r i a l .  O r g a n i c  m a t t e r  s t i m u l a t es  s o i l .   

I m p o r t a n t  m i n e r a l s  a n d  o t h e r  t r a ce  e lem e n t s  a r e  ne c es s a r y  f o r  h ea l t h y  p la n t  g r o w t h  

p r o v i de d  b y  y o u r  f e r t i l i z e r s .   

 

D o n ’ t  b e  m i s l e d  b y  t he  a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  i n s e c t  a c t i v i t y  d u r i ng  q u i e t  w i n t e r  m o n t hs .  S na i l s  a n d  

s l ug s  a r e  s t i l l  a c t i v e .  T h e  d es t r uc t i v e  ha b i t s  o f  s u ck i ng  i ns ec t s  c o n t i n u e .  T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a  

m i l d  w i n t e r  s p r a y  o f  a  f u ng i c i d e  a n d  a n  i ns ec t i c i de  w i l l  h e l p  yo u  g e t  r i d  o f  m ea l y  b ug s ,  s o i l  

w o r m s ,  m i l d e w a n d  fu ng us  t ha t  m a y  b e  a t t a ck i ng  yo ur  t r e es .  S p r a y  d e c i d uo us  t r e es  w i t h  a  

d o r m a n t  s p r a y  O R T H O  G A R DE N  &  D I SE A SE  CO N T RO L  ( l i m e  s u l f u r )  b e f o r e  s i g n s  o f  n e w  g r o w t h  

a p p e a r .  

 

W h e n  t r ee s  a r e  do r m a n t ,  s l o w  a nd  r es t i ng ,  t h e y  a l l o w  us  t o  s e e  t h e m  a s  t w i g g y  s i l h o ue t t es  

( d e c i d uo u s )  o r  i n  f u l l  f o r m  ( c o n i f e r s  a n d  o t h e r s ) .  W he t h e r  p o t t e d  o r  s t i l l  i n  t r a i n i ng ,  no w i s  t he  

t i m e  t o  c r i t i q u e  yo u r  t r e es .  W e  o f t e n  a t t e n d  c o nv e n t i o ns  o r  c l ub  m e e t i n g s  t o  h ea r  w e l l -

i n f o r m e d s e ns e i  o r  s en i o r  b o ns a i i s t s  s u r v e y  a  t r e e  a n d  m a k e  a n  ed u c a t e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e  

o b s e r v a t i o n  t ha t  i m p r o v es  o r  c h a ng es  i t .  W e  f a i l ,  ho w ev e r ,  t o  t a k e  t he  s p i r i t  o f  t he s e  p r o g r a m s  

a n d  a p p l y  t h em  t o  o u r  o w n  m a t e r i a l .   

 

W i r es  s h o u l d  b e  w e l l  ex p o s e d  o n  m o s t  o f  yo u r  t r ee s  s i n c e  f o l i a g e  d r o p p e d  a n d  ne w g r o wt h  i s  

n o t  o b s t r uc t i ng  yo u r  i n s p e c t i o n .  R e m o ve  a l l  o f  l a s t  y ea r ’ s  w i r e .  Se v e r e  b a r k  c u t s  m a y  ha ve  

o c c ur r e d  d u r i ng  t he  s l o w  w i n t e r  m o n t hs  w he n  t h e  w o o d y  p o r t i o ns  o f  t h e  t r ee s  l i g n i f i e d .  E a r l y  

s p r i ng  s p ur t s  ca n  e ng u l f  o l d  w i r e  a n d  c a us e  da m a g e .   

 

W a t e r i ng  r o u t i n es  m us t  b e  c o n t i n ue d – b u t  cu r t a i l e d .  Mo s t  b o n s a i  ca n  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  o n  m i n i m a l  

s c h e du l es  ho w e ve r  d o n ’ t  a l l o w  a n y t h i ng  t o  b e co m e c o m p l e t e l y  d r y .  D o n ’ t  r e l y  o n  p o s s i b l e  

l i g h t  w i n t e r  r a i ns .   

 

D o n ’ t  o ve r l o o k  t h e  l a s t  s t ep  i n  y o u r  s p r i ng  d r es s - up  p r o g r a m .  L o o k  a t  a l l  t he  f i n i s h e d  t r e es .  

A r e  t h e  p o t s  c l e a n?  I s  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  ea c h  p la n t i ng  c l e a r  o f  w i n t e r  t r a s h  a n d  p r o p e r l y  s u r f a c ed  

w i t h  f r es h  s o i l  o r  d r es s e d  w i t h  t h e  b eg i n n i ng  o f  m o s s  co lo r ?  A r e  t h e  e dg es  o f  t h e  p o t s  

t r i m m e d t o  a l l o w  a  c h a nn e l  a lo ng  t h e  r i m s  fo r  d r a i n a g e ?   

 

A  g o o d  b o ns a i  t e c h n i q u e  i s  t o  “ r o t a t e ,  r o t a t e  a n d  r o t a t e ”  yo u r  t r e es  r eg u l a r l y .  E x p o s i n g  t h em  

t o  t h e  l i g h t  ( s u n ny )  s i d e  e n co ur a g e s  b u d d i ng  d ev e lo p m e n t  a n d  b a la n c e d  n e w g r o wt h .  

 

H A I K U PO E M :  

 

Q u es t i o n  t h e  m a s t e r  

F i n i s he d  p r o d u c t  w i l l  t h e n  s h i n e  

D o  a l l  t h i ng s  h i s  wa y  

 

B y  M a r t y  M a n n  

 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k  c a l l e d  ‘  B o n s a i  I d e a s ’ . ©  B y  

M a r t y  M a n n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o p i e d  w i t h o u t  p u b l i s h e r  o r  a u t h o r ’ s  p e r m i s s i o n  

F e b r u a r y  –  2 0 1 1  
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NEW MEMBER 

 
Justine Keller 

 

Say hello when you see her and welcome to Kofu Bonsai Kai 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
  
• Improve your bonsai artistry 

and technique!  
• Prepare your trees for exhibition!  

Most of us have a tree that is 

“difficult” to style and we may not 

know what to do with it. Most  

of us need to prepare our trees 

for the Annual Show or just simply  

would like to improve our 

techniques. No matter what our 

objectives are, we all can bring  

our trees to work on at the pre-

meeting workshop were experts 

like Al Nelson, Paul Vasina and 

Harley Newman are near to lend a 

helping hand. Come and join us 

from 4:00pm –6:00pm prior to our 

monthly meeting. 

 

Special Thank You 

January Donations/Raffle: 
 
   Everett & Sharyn Bassin 
   Manuel Martinez 
   Bill and Lois Hutchinson 
   Dan and Wanda Danesi 
   Bob White 
   John Deluca 
   Shari Religa 
 
January Refreshments: 
  
   Sharyn & Ev Bassin 
   Ed & Nani Gonzales 
   John Deluca 
 
    
 
 
  
  
 

  


