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The Kofu Kai Review 

The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

 Meeting Time and Place  
  JUNE 15, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
Manuel Martinez  

Executive Board  

 

Officers 
 

 

Founding President: 
Harry Hirao             714-847-1832 

President 
Manuel Martinez    949-770-9633 

Vice President 
Carol Upston           310-346-4203 

Recording Secretary 
Joe Szabo               312-523-3532 

Treasurer: 
An D. Truong    714-932-1244 

Past President 
Paul De Rose 

Board of Directors 
Larry Ragle   949-497-5626 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Auction 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda         714-826-5024 

         Danesi 

Bus Trip 
Nina Ragle    949-497-5626 

Meeting Refreshments 
Helen Ho    714-828-9852            

Membership 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Chassagne  949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Al Nelson    949-854-2681 

Program 
Carol Upston   310-346-4203 

Publicity 

Open             

Show Co-Chairs 
Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
Marybel                  714-524-0275 

    Balendonk 

Website 
 Open 

 

    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 

 

 

 

   
JUNE MEETING 

 
 

David Nguy Black Pine Demo 
 

On Saturday, June 15, Kofu Kai is happy to welcome back David 
Nguy.  David has been presenting a series of demonstrations in a valiant 
attempt to help us all understand the correct way to prune black pine in 
order to create and maintain a fine bonsai.  Last year there were a lot of 

people who were helped by his demo and were inspired to try it for 
themselves.  Whether you are a new member with no pines or someone 
who thinks they already know it all, you will find inspiration and valuable 

information to help you achieve your bonsai goals 
 

Carol Upston 
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May Meeting 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Last month Kofu members enjoyed a slide show and lecture by accomplished 
bonsai artist Cheryl Manning.  Cheryl gave a very enjoyable and educational 
talk which focused on building ramification in deciduous and other broadleaf 

trees and also on leaf pruning techniques used in bonsai.  We learned why we 
need to defoliate and how to go about doing it.  She also shared some photos 

and memories of her time with the late bonsai master John Naka and showed in 
photos the long term development of some of his trees. 

 
Cheryl also emphasized some health issues with bonsai, especially the need 

to keep the pot and roots cool in the heat of summer. 
The information Cheryl gave us is the kind of instruction that can help us 

all continue to improve the design and health of our trees. 
 
 

Carol Upston 
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Update on Herb Eisenberg 
 

Well, great news, Herb came home on Wednesday afternoon and is watering his own bonsai 
trees.  He is going to physical therapy daily and he and Judy have a helper to give them a hand. Herb 

will be able to chat on the phone soon, they just want to keep the calls brief for a while so he can 
build up strength. We wish him a speedy recovery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR JUNE MEETING 
 
 

This month we will have David Nguy doing a demonstration. In addition, we 
have asked him and his wife June to set up a table or two to sell Bonsai 
related items to our members. They have tools, wire, soil and pots. If you 
have a special request please contact them at 714-914-7001 
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Demo Tree Winner  

 
 

Linda Gonzalez 
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Say hello to them when you see them 
 
 
 
 

 

K O F U  B ON S AI  K A I  -  B ON SA I  ID EA S  

 

B Y  MAR T Y  M AN N  

 

J U N E,  20 1 3  

 

 

T h e  e n d  o f  J u ne  o r  ea r l y  J u l y  i s  a  g o o d  t i m e  t o  r em o v e  l a r g e  l ea v es  f r o m  t h e  m a t u r i ng  

s p r i ng  fo l i a g e .  Th i s  r o u t i n e ,  j us t  s h o r t  o f  a c t u a l  l ea f  p r u n i ng  e n co ur a g e s  s m a l l e r  l e a v es  t o  

r em a i n  i n  s ca l e  w i t h  t h e  t r ee .  Do  n o t  d o  l ea f  p r u n i ng  o n  a n  a n n ua l  b a s i s .  T r i m  s e l ec t i v e l y ,  

i n  s t a g es ,  w h e n  ne w g r o wt h  h a s  ha r de n e d .  

 

F e e d  t h e  t r ee  w e l l  f o r  a t  l ea s t  t w o  w e ek s  l a t e  i n  Ma y  b e fo r e  c u t t i ng  Ma p l e ,  E lm ,  L i q u i d  

A m b er  a n d  G i ng k o .  Us e  a  l o w  n i t r o g e n  f o r m u la  t o  r es t r a i n  s p u r t s  o f  n e w  g r o wt h .  D o n ' t  

w a t e r  a s  m uc h  d u r i ng  t h i s  g r o w i ng  p e r i o d .  Do n ' t  p r u ne  f l o w er i ng  t r e e s  u n t i l  a f t e r  f l o we r i ng  

i n  o r de r  t o  a l l o w  ne w  f l o we r  b u ds  t o  f o r m  i n  t h e  w a r m  s um m er  m o n t hs ,  b e f o r e  f a l l  a n d  

w i n t e r .  T h i s  c a n  b e  t h e  t i m e  fo r  p r o p a g a t i o n  b y  c u t t i ng s ,  p l a n t i ng  s e e d s ,  a n d  a i r - l a y e r i ng .  

S o f t w o o d  c u t t i ng s  a r e  b es t  t a k e n  f r o m  ne w l y  h a r de n e d  w o o d .  T r y  a  g r o up  o f  c u t t i ng s  w i t h  

v a r i o us  d i a m e t e r s  t a k e n  f r o m  a  s i n g l e  va r i e t y  o f  a  t r e e  t o  p la n t  a s  a  f o r e s t .  P l a n  a he a d  a nd  

t r e a t  t h i s  g r o up  a s  a  u n i t  w h e n  i t  h a s  r o o t e d  a n d  b eg u n  t o  g r o w .   

 

H a r s h  s um m er  s u n  i s  co m i n g .  G ua r d  a g a i ns t  s u n b ur n .  P r o t e c t  d e c i d u o us  t r e es  a s  we l l  a s  

b a m b o o ,  es p e c i a l l y  i f  yo u  us e  a n  o v e r h ea d  wa t e r i ng  s ys t em .  Ro t a t e  y o u r  t r e es  r eg u la r l y  f o r  

e v e n  l i g h t  ex p o s ur e .   

 

R e d u c e  f e e d i ng  de c i d uo us  t r e es  i n  m i d - J u ne  a n d  fo r  t h e  l a s t  ha l f  o f  t h e  y ea r  t o  d i s co ur a g e  

l a r g e  l ea v es .  F a l l  co lo r s  w i l l  i m p r o v e  ( i f  na t u r e  c o - o p e r a t es  w i t h  s o m e  co o l  n i g h t s )  i f  

f e r t i l i z e r s  b e i ng  us e d  a r e  l o w  i n  N i t r o g e n  ( N )  a n d  h i g h e r  i n  P o t a s h  ( K )  a n d  P ho s p h o r us  ( P ) .  

F l o wer i ng  a n d  f r u i t i ng  t r ee s  c a n  us e  s o m e b o n e  m e a l  a lo ng  w i t h  t h e  r eg u la r  f e r t i l i z i ng  

s c h e du l e .   

 

W i t h  t h e  r e ne w a l  o f  a c t i ve  g r o wt h  i n  M a y  a n d  i n t o  J u n e  s o  s ho u ld  a t t e n t i o n  b e  m a d e  t o  

t h es e  ug l y  p r e d a t o r s ,  i n s e c t s  a n d  fu ng u s .   A p h i ds  w i l l  m u l t i p l y  a c t i v e l y  i n  w a r m  we a t h e r .  

F r u i t  f l i e s  a r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  new  yo u ng  g r o w t h  a s  t h e  s ug a r y  s a p  f l o ws .   C o n t i nu e  yo ur  

p r o g r a m  o f  c o ns t a n t  a t t e n t i o n  b y  t he  a p p l i ca t i o n  o f  g o o d  co m m e r c i a l  i n s e c t i c i d es  a n d  

f u n g i c i d es .  C h ec k  t h e  u n d e r s i de  o f  y o u r  l e a f y  t r e es  -  a  f a v o r i t e  h i d i ng  p la c e  fo r  i n s e c t  

e g g s  a n d  l a r v a e  g r o wt h .   W he n  yo u  s p r a y  yo u  m us t  c o v e r  t he  up p e r  a n d  lo w er  s u r f a c es  a s  

w e l l  a s  t he  wo o dy  b r a nc h es  a n d  t r u n k  a r ea s .   W h i l e  r eg u la r l y  s c he d u l e d  s p r a y i ng  i s  t h e  

u s ua l  r e co m m e n da t i o n ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t o o  s t r o ng  a  c he m i ca l  m i x t u r e  ca n  o f t e n  do  

m o r e  h a r m  t ha n  g o o d .   D o n ' t  o v e r d o  w h i l e  em p ha s i s  i s  a lw a ys  o n  b ug s  a n d  s p o r es ,  

a t t e n t i o n  s ho u l d  a l s o  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  a cc um u la t i o n  o f  " t r a s h "  i n  y o u r  p o t s  a n d  i n  y o u r  

g r o w i ng  co n t a i n e r s .  K ee p  y o ur  s u r f a c es  c l e a n  t o  d i s co ur a g e  t h e  h a r b o r i n g  o f  u nw a n t e d  

t e n a n t s .   K eep  p u l l i ng  t ho s e  a g g r e s s i v e  w e e ds  t h a t  s e em  t o  f i n d  a  h o m e i n  w e l l  f e d  p l a n t s  

i n  c o n t a i n e r s .   G e t  t h em  o u t  b e fo r e  t h e y  b e co m e t o o  m uc h  a  p a r t  o f  y o u r  r o o t  b a l l .  
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P r o p e r  co ns i de r a t i o n  t o  l i g h t  c o n d i t i o ns  o f  e a c h  o f  yo u r  t r e es  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  d u r i ng  t h i s  

a c t i v e  g r o w i ng  s ea s o n .   K e ep i ng  m a t e r i a l  i n  a  s he l t e r e d  o r  s h a de d  a r e a  c a n  p r o d uc e  l a nk y  

a n d  we a k  g r o w t h .   I f  t h e  w e a t h e r  b e c o m e s  ex c es s i v e l y  wa r m  t h en  t he  d ec i d uo us  t r e es  

s h o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  t o o  m uc h  h o t  s u n .  Co nv e r s e l y ,  c o n i f e r s  a n d  ev e r g r e e n  j u n i p e r s  

w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  s ub s t a n t i a l  e x p o s ur e  t o  f u l l  s u n  w h i c h  w i l l  c r ea t e  h a r d e r  a n d  f i r m er  

f o l i a g e .   Do  no t  r ea c t  t o  t h e  t he o r y  t ha t  t he  s u n  i s  ha r m f u l .   T he  o n l y  n eg a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  

e x p o s ur e  i s  t h e  i n c r ea s e d  e va p o r a t i o n  a n d  ex c es s i v e  m o i s t u r e  l o s s .   Y o u  m u s t  co m p e ns a t e  

f o r  t h e  b e ne f i t  o f  g o o d  l i g h t  b y  a d j u s t i ng  yo u r  w a t e r i ng  s c h e du l es .  Mo s t  o f  y o u r  t r e es  w i l l  

t h r i ve  i n  t h e  w a r m er  w ea t h e r ,  h o w e v e r  s p ec i a l  c a r e  m us t  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  l ea f y  M a p les ,  

B i r c h ,  a n d  L i q u i d  A m b er s  w h o s e  s u r f a c es  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  w e t t e d  a n d  a l l o w e d  t o  b r o i l .  

 

S p r i ng  ha s  s p r u ng .  N o w b e  a t t en t i ve  t o  t h e  m a t u r i n g  b o ns a i  a s  t he y  f a ce  t h e  o n c o m i ng  

s um m er  c o n d i t i o ns .   

 

H A I K U PO E M :  

 

Soft hills of clouds drifting by 

Warm days, sunlit skies 

With comfort and nurturing  

 

B y  M ar ty  M an n  

 

 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k  c a l l e d  ‘ B o n s a i  I d e a s ’ . ©  B y  

M a r t y  M a n n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o p i e d  w i t h o u t  p u b l i s h e r  o r  a u t h o r ’ s  p e r m i s s i o n  

J u n e  - 2 0 1 3  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

UP COMING EVENTS 
 
 

Bowers Museum Show, September 10-15. Please mark this on your calendar and start 

preparing your tree. If you wish to display please contact our show chair people Anthony Chiusolo or Michael Viljak. For 
those who displayed last year and wish to do so again please have a different tree as we will be having the show 

professionally photographed, for a new calendar and upcoming book 
 
 
 

June 15 and 16, 2013: La Cañada Flintridge, California 
Descanso Bonsai Society: Annual Show at Descanso Gardens, 1418 Descanso Drive. Hours are 

9 AM – 5 PM, with Demonstrations 11 AM and 1 PM each day. Sales area open to the public. Admission 
to the exhibition is free with admission to Descanso Gardens. A Saturday night reception 6 PM – 9 PM 
includes light refreshments, auction and raffle. For more information contact Michael Jonas at (818) 775-
0813 
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PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
 
Beginners, looking to get started!  

Looking to improve your bonsai 

artistry and technique!  

Preparing your trees for exhibition! 

Wondering how to get started in 

Bonsai and have questions? Have a 

tree that is “difficult” to style and 

you may not know what to do. 

Questions on preparing your tree or 

displaying it at the Annual Show? 

No matter what your objectives 

are, you can bring your trees to 

work on at the pre-meeting 

workshop were experts like Al 

Nelson, Paul Vasina and Harley 

Newman can assist. Meet from 

4:00pm –6:00pm prior to the 

monthly meeting. 
 
          

Special Thank You 

April Refreshments: 
 
  Harry Hirao 
  Tom Culton 
  Bob & Kim Warner 
  Harry Hirao 
   Cheryl Chassagne 

 

April Donations: 
 
   Bill & Lois Hutchinson 
  Harry Hirao 
  Manny Martinez 
  Selma Bukstein 
  Larry Ragle 
   Marge Blasingame   
  Steve & Judy Anthong 
   Rishi Bissoon 

    
 
 
  
  
 

  

  

  

  

  


