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The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Bonsai Kai Club              

 MEETING TIME and PLACE  
  February 20, 2016, 7:00 pm  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Boulevard, Anaheim 

 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 19 DEMONSTRATION 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Officers 
 
Founding President: 
Harry Hirao 

President: 
Carol Upston           310-346-4203 

  jackdaw@earthlink.net 
Vice President: 
   Open 

Recording Secretary: 
    Open 

Treasurer:   

Ryan Cali                949-735-3463 

Past President: 
Manuel Martinez      

                 manny22816@aol.com 

Board of Directors: 
Larry Ragle    949-497-5626 

 

 
 

Committees 
 
Badges: 

Shari Religa 

Benefit Drawing: 
Dan and Wanda 
Danesi                     714-826-5024 

Meeting Refreshments: 
Kimberly Warner      

Membership 
Ryan Cali                949-735-3463 

Newsletter Editor: 

May McNey             714-738-0879 

           jmmcney@roadrunner.com 

Pre-Meeting Workshop: 
Ryan Cali                949-735-3463 

Program Co-Chairs: 

Open 

Publicity: 

Mike Walsh     

Show Co-Chairs: 
Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 
Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine: 
Marybel 

Balendonck             714-524-0275 

Website: 
Bob Warner     

 
 

 
    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s that time of the year, DUES ARE DUE. Your newsletter will discontinue if you 
have not renewed. Contact Ryan Cali at the meeting, or when making Annual 
Dues payments by mail, please use these directions: 
 
Make Checks out to: KOFU BONSAI KAI, $20 per individual, or $25 for couples or 
two persons at one address. Include your Name, Address, Telephone Number, 
and e-mail address is mandatory if you wish to receive a newsletter. 
 
MAIL Checks to: 
 

RYAN CALI 
52 Dianthus 

Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688-1024 
 
 

If you joined during the months of October, November, or December 2015, 
you are paid for 2016. 
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                                                    Photo by Carol Upston 

This month let’s talk about soil, which makes our trees thrive, and sometimes causes problems as well. This is 
usually a subject we often give little attention to. It’s transplant time and with the weather we have, maybe 
this is a good time to rethink how you have been approaching your planting medium.  
This may be old information for some but it never hurts to revisit some old teachings and possibly some new 
ideas. Not only will we talk about the soil but how your habits and climate zone may affect your mix.  
Areas that I will cover will be aggrate, organic, containers, fertilizers and watering habits.  
For those who attend I will bring some soils and items for the raffle.  
So bring your concers and maybe I will have an answer for you. 

 
 
 

Important Announcement 
 

Due to a rise in the cost of renting the facilities, we will be having most of our meetings  
from now on in the east classroom rather in the main hall at the church 
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January Meeting 

Peter Macasieb Grafting Workshop and Demo 

 
 

 

At our last Kofu meeting on the special date of January 23rd, Kofu Kai members enjoyed an 
afternoon workshop with Peter Macasieb in which he grafted their junipers with Itoigawa juniper 
scions.  Peter showed in a very detailed way exactly how he achieves such a high degree of success 
with his grafting.  Attendees learned all about the tools, techniques and aftercare that increase 
chances of a successful graft.  Peter repeated this information for the full membership at the evening 
meeting.  He also demonstrated how he gets amazing little shohin black pines with gnarly thick trunks 
in just a few years. 
After grafting seven fresh Itoigawa scions on a really fine prostrata juniper which he had pre-styled, 
Peter generously donated it to the raffle and it was won by one of his delighted students, Julio 
Martinez.  Peter was glad too, because now he will be able to see the progress of this fine tree. 
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Peter Macaseib with the proud winner of the demo tree, 

Julio Martinez 
 

2016 CALENDAR 

 
The 2016 Kofu Bonsai Kai Calendar will be available at the meeting. The calendar features the members’ 

trees from the 2015 Bowers show. Cost to members will be $8.00 each. 
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KOFU BONSAI KAI - BONSAI IDEAS 
BY MARTY MANN 

February  
 

I t ' s  s t i l l  t o o  e a r l y  t o  co n c e r n  yo u r se l f  a b o u t  f e e d i n g  t h e  t r e e s .  I t  i s  a  g o o d  t i me  t o  p r e p a r e  
f e r t i l i z e r  su p p l i e s .  C h e mi ca l  a n d  o r g a n i c  l i q u i d  f e r t i l i z e r s  r e q u i r e  n o  a d va n c e  p l a n n i n g .  
T h e y  ca n  b e  f r e s h l y  m i xe d  wh e n  yo u  a r e  r e a d y  t o  a p p l y.  I f  yo u  a r e  a  u s e r  o f  t h e  
r e co m me n d e d  d r y  m i xe s  su ch  a s  Co t t o n s e e d  Me a l  ( 7 5 %)  wi t h  Bo n e  Me a l  ( 2 5 %) ,  n o w  i s  t h e  
t i me  t o  ma ke  a  su p p l y.  Ke e p  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t  i n  a  d r y  p l a c e .  I f  i t  g e t s  we t  i t  w i l l  b e g i n  
t o  f e r me n t  a n d  wi l l  d r i v e  y o u  o u t  o f  y o u r  h o me !  A c i d  b a s e d  f e r t i l i z e r s  a r e  b e s t  f o r  a z a l e a s  
a n d  ca me l l i a s  a s  we l l  a s  co n i f e r s  a n d  j u n i p e r s .  T h e  i d e a ,  wh e n  f e e d i n g  i n  e a r l y  sp r i n g  i s  
s lo w  r e l e a se .  D o n ' t  r u sh  yo u r  t r e e s  i n t o  a  sp u r t  o f  n e w  g r o w t h  t o o  so o n .   
 
D u r i n g  t h i s  ‘  i d l e ’  t i me ,  o cc u p y  y o u r se l f  w i t h  a  p r o g r a m o f  p o t  c l e a n u p .  A l l  t h o se  p o t s ,  t h a t  
h a ve  b e e n  s i t t i n g  a r o u n d  wa i t i n g  f o r  y o u r  r e p o t t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  b e g i n ,  h a v e  p r o b a b l y  
a cc u mu l a t e d  l a ye r s  o f  so i l  a n d  s a l t  d e p o s i t s .  Sc r u b  t h e m w i t h  a  s t r o n g  s o a p y  so l u t i o n  a n d  
b l e a ch .  A p p l y  a  l i me - o f f  c l e a n e r  o r  a  s t r o n g  v i n e g a r  so l u t i o n  t o  t h e  wh i t e  sp o t s ,  o r  j u s t  
s o me  e l b o w  g r e a se  a n d  c l e a n s e r.  Tr y  u s i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  n e w  Ja p a n e se  e r a se r s  t o  wo r k  o n  
t h e  s t u b b o r n  sp o t s .  R i n se  t h e  p o t s  we l l .  A l l o w  t h e m t o  d r y  i n  t h e  f u l l  s u n  t o  p r e ve n t  
i n f e s t a t i o n  c a r r y o v e r.   
 
D o n ' t  o ve r l o o k  t h e  l a s t  s t e p  i n  yo u r  p r e - sp r i n g  d r e s s - u p  p r o g r a m.  L o o k  a t  a l l  o f  t h e  f i n i sh e d  
t r e e s .  A r e  t h e  p o t s  c l e a n ?  I s  t h e  su r f a ce  o f  e a ch  p l a n t i n g  c l e a r  o f  w i n t e r  t r a sh  a n d  p r o p e r l y  
s u r f a ce d  wi t h  f r e sh  so i l  o r  d r e s se d  w i t h  D . G . ?  A r e  t h e r e  s i g n s  o f  mo ss  g r o w t h ?  A r e  t h e  
e d g e s  o f  t h e  p o t s  t r i mme d  t o  a l l o w a  ch a n n e l  a l o n g  t h e  r i m f o r  d r a i n a g e ?   
 
T h e  t e n d e n c y  a t  t h i s  t i me  o f  ye a r,  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  mo n t h s  o f  d o r ma n cy,  i s  t o  i g n o r e  n o r ma l  
b o n s a i  c a r e .  D o n ’ t  s t o p  yo u r  r e g u l a r  r o u t i n e s .  W a t ch  f o r  i n se c t  o r  f u n g u s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  
s i l e n t l y  h a r m t h e  t r e e s .  A p h i d s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r,  b e co me  a c t i v e  wh e n  t h e  we a t h e r  t u r n s  s l i g h t l y  
wa r m.  L o o k  f o r  t h e se  d e s t r u c t i v e  w i n g l e s s  c r e a t u r e s  t h a t  d a ma g e  p l a n t s  b y  su c k i n g  t h e  
j u i ce  o u t  o f  n e w  g r o w t h ,  ca u s i n g  t w i s t i n g  a n d  cu r l i n g  e f f e c t s .  T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  k i n d s  o f  
a p h i d s - - t h e  b r i g h t - g r e e n ,  t h e  y e l l ow i sh -  me l o n ,  t h e  r e d d i sh -  b r o wn  a n d  t h e  a l mo s t  b l a ck  
v a r i e t y.  T h e  a p h i d  n y mp h s  a r e  u su a l l y  ye l l o w - g r e e n  a n d  t h e  a d u l t s  a r e  d a r k  g r e e n .  Co n t r o l  
i s  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  w i t h  mo s t  o f  t h e  c o mmo n  b r a n d s  o f  i n se c t i c i d e s .  F o l l o w  l a b e l  d i r e c t i o n s  
t o  g e t  t h e  b e s t  r e su l t s .  
 
H AI K U  PO E M 
 
A s  t h e  su n  d o e s  sh i n e  
T h e  b i r d s ,  t h e  b e e s  a r r i ve  
T h e  b r i g h t  d a y  b e g i n s  
 

By Marty Mann 

This article has been extracted from the recently published book called ‘Bonsai Ideas.’© By Marty Mann. Material is not to be copied without 

publisher or author’s permission.  JAN 2012 
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February 27- Bonsai-A-Thon XX Annual Fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The Huntington at The  
February 28, Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA. Admission 
 to the event is free with Bonsai-A-Thon “early bird” registration between 8-9 am. Event hours 

are 8-4:30 both days. Pancake breakfast, a tour hosted by Jim Folsom (Director of the 
Gardens), demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle, and auction. Sunday 
only: A behind-the-scenes tour of The Huntington Bonsai Nursery with Ted Matson. For more 
information, contact Bill Wawrychuk at (818) 790-9415 or b_wawrychuck@yahoo.com. 

 

March 20         The Next LA Community Bonsai Swap Meet  
                          Sunday, from 10 am to 3 pm at Jesse Owens Park  
                          at 7100 White Oak Ave., Reseda 

 
April 23-24 San Diego Bonsai Club Spring Bonsai Exhibition at the Casa Del Prado, Room 101, Balboa 

Park, from 10 am to 5 pm both days with demonstrations at 11 am and 1 pm. Free admission. 
Bonsai pots and trees for sale, as well as other bonsai-related items. For more information, visit 
www.sandiegobonsai.com. 

 
May 21-22 Bonsai Club of Santa Barbara Annual Bonsai Exhibition at the Santa Barbara Botanic 

Gardens, 1212 Mission Canyon Road, Santa Barbara, from Saturday 11 am to 4 pm, Sunday 10 
am to 4 pm. Demonstrations at 1 pm both days. Plant sale by club. Native plants suitable for 
bonsai in the Botanic Garden’s nursery. For more information, contact Tom Post (805) 964-
2717, email tompostart@yahoo.com or visit www.santabarbarabonsai.org. 

 
 

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
Want to start off 2016 
improving your bonsai 
artistry and technique? 
Beginners: Wondering how to 
get started in bonsai and 
have many questions? Have 
questions on how to prepare 
and display your tree at the 
Annual Show? 
 
No matter what your 
objectives are, come to the 
pre-meeting workshop from 4 
pm – 6 pm before the January 
23 meeting. Let expert Kofu 
members Ryan Cali, and 
Harley Newman help you with 
your bonsai questions and 
objectives.  
 
 

SPECIAL THANK YOU   

Raffle Donors  

 Kaz Hosozawa 
Wendy Tsai 

Dan and Wanda Danesi 
David and June Nguy 

Refreshment Donors 

Peter Macasieb  
Michael Walsh 
Carol Upston 

Bob and Kim Warner 
Wendy Tsai 

Dan and Wanda Danesi 
Justine Keller 
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