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The Kofu Kai Review 

The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

 Meeting Time and Place  
  NOVEMBER 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
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NOVEMBER MEETING 
 

           

 

This month we will have two demonstrations.  First Stuart Shim will be 
talking briefly about "How much fertilizer do bonsai require?"   Stuart is an 
expert on fertilizing your trees and a distributor of HB101, which he will 
have available for purchase.  I will then present my trip to Japan and in 
particular my trip to a shohin nursery in Kyoto, the Omiya Bonsai Village 
(including Kimura's Nursery) and Kobyashi's nursery in Tokyo.  Being only 
6 years into Bonsai, this trip has changed my understanding of Bonsai 
and I hope that I can give you additional insight to your own approach to 
Bonsai creation, and perhaps give you a desire to visit Japan and these 
wonderful places.  Not to leave you empty handed I have a gift I brought 
back from the Omiya Bonsai Museum for the raffle.  Please join me in the 
rare sharing opportunity.  Kanpai! 
  
Ron Reekers 
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October Meeting 
 

AL Nelson Unleashes Minions 

 

 

 
 
 
At out last Kofu meeting, Al Nelson, ably assisted by Ryan Cali, Joyce Battell and Howie Kawahara, 
created a unique Saikei featuring a single upright Foemina Juniper in a rocky landscape. 
Al had a lot of practical and very specific information to share with us and I hope you were taking 
notes.  He mentioned the slab used as the foundation for the Saikei, Kashmir slate which is available 
at some stone supply yards for a very reasonable price.  He discussed his favored soil mix and the 
usefulness of some organic additions to our usual rocky soil such as worm castings and finely 
shredded New Zealand sphagnum moss.  I'd like to add that the New Zealand sphagnum is being 
farmed in man-made bogs now so there's no concern about destroying natural landscapes to harvest 
it.  Al used a waterproof silicone sealant to affix a ring of tufa type rocks around the perimeter of the 
design to act as a barrier to hold in the soil mix and he filled any chinks in the rocks with his 
homemade muck which is basically clay or Akadama dust mixed with milled peat moss.  After placing 
the tree and filling in the soil Al's minions covered the soil with lovely moss to complete the picture.  Al 
also shared his favorite tips on fertilizing, pest control, watering and collecting wild trees.  This guy is 
an encyclopedia of bonsai experience and I know everyone who was there took away some useful 
information.  Thanks Al! And Minions! 
 
Carol Upston 
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           Jeff  S t ra l ey            An Truong 
 

 

 

 
 

Last Month’s Demo Winner was Louis Palacpac  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KOFU BONSAI KAI - BONSAI IDEAS 

 

BY MARTY MANN 

 

NOVEMBER, 2013   
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Fa l l  i s  gene ra l l y  the  c l imax  o f  t he  l uxu r ious  g rowth  o f  s ummer  and  the  l as t  

sp ur t  o f  act iv i t y  be fore  s e t t l i ng  dow n  fo r  w in te r  dormancy .   

 

As  leaved  b eg ins  to  d rop  be  su re  to  remove  the  t r as h  around your  t r ees  and  o n  

the  s ur face  o f  yo ur  po t s .  I f  c lean - up  is  neg lec ted  these  areas  beco me  a  re fuse  

fo r  s l ugs ,  sow  b ugs  and  o the r  undes i rab l e  creatures .   

 

Transp l ant ing  i s  p ermiss ib le  at  th is  t ime  o f  year ,  sp eci f i ca l l y  b ambo o,  

boxw oo d,  con i fe rs ,  hornbeams ,  co toneas ter ,  po do carpus ,  p r i ve ts ,  P yracantha ,  

w is te r i a ,  w i l l ow s  and  most  va r i e t ies  o f  dec iduo us  t rees .  The key  to  s afe  f a l l  

r epot t i ng  i s  to  min im ize  roo t  d i s turb ance  and  severe  p run ing  but  t rees  can  be  

t r ans fe r red  in to  l arge r  o r  d i f f e ren t  conta iners .  I f  i n  doub t  abo ut  t he  heal t h  o r  

co ndi t io n  o f  a  t ree ,  w a i t  un t i l  s p r ing  to  repot .  

 

As  leaved  b eg ins  to  d rop  be  su re  to  remove  the  t r as h  around your  t r ees  and  o n  

the  s ur face  o f  yo ur  po t s .  I f  c lean - up  is  neg lec ted  these  areas  beco me  a  re fuse  

fo r  s l ugs ,  sow  b ugs  and  o the r  undes i rab l e  creatures .   

 

Now  i s  the  t ime  to  an t i c ip ate  and  en joy  b e t te r  autumn co l or  b y  reducing  

w ater ing  t ime  as  we l l .  As  t he  leng th  o f  t he  day ' s  suns hine  is  s hor tened,  the  

t rees  req ui re  less  w a ter .  A  ba lance  must  be  ma inta ined  between  the  min imal  

w ater ing  and the  loss  o f  mo is tur e  b y  t r ansp i rat ion  dur ing  in t e rmi t tent  w arm 

spe l l s .   

 

Once  the  leaves  on  t r iden t  map le ,  Jap anes e  map l e ,  l iq u id  amber ,  g ing ko ,  

hornbeam and  o the r  co lo r fu l  dec iduo us  t rees  b eg in  to  l ose  t he i r  v igo r  and  

d rop ,  keep  the  bo ns a i  areas  and  p ot  s ur f aces  c l eared .  Re mo ve  t rash  p romp t ly .  

Co nt inue  to  spray  benches  w i t h  an  a l l -p urp ose  ins ect i c ide  and  a  f i na l  spray  o f  

f ung ic ide .  Pes ts  seem to  make  a  f i na l  e f fo r t  to  des t ro y  and  in ju re  t r ees  as  t hey  

f eed  heav i l y  p r io r  to  mo v ing  in to  t he  p up a s t age .   

 

L ig ht  cond i t io ns  b eg in  to  chang e .  Trees  tha t  have  had  fu l l  sun  expos ure  f i nd 

t hemse l ves  in  more  shade .  So ,  w atch  the  lo cat ion  o f  t r ees  a t  t h is  t ime  o f  year  

and  ro tate  t hem in to  mo re  f avo rab le  l ig ht  expos ures  a l l ow ing  them to  cont inue  

s to r ing  s t rength  and  foo d  fo r  t he  w in te r .  

 

 

Th is  i s  a  goo d t ime  to  work  on  b as ic  t r a in ing  and  des ign .  Remo ve  the  w i re  

app l ied  t h i s  pas t  year .  C heck fo r  w i re  cuts .  New  w i re  can  be  app l ied  b ut  avo id 

t he  cu r l s  and marks  o f  p rev ious  e f fo r ts .  In  sp i te  o f  t h is  pe r io d o f  s low g rowth ,  

f a l l  and w inte r  t r a in in g  can  s t i l l  be  e f fect i ve .  Be fo re  spr ing  appro aches  do n ' t  

o ver l ook  t he  new w i re  s ince  new g rowth  qu ick l y  causes  w i re  damage .  S tudy 

imp rope r  b ranch  p l acement  –  c ross ing ,  b ars ,  up  and  dow n growth.   

 

The re  is  s t i l l  t ime  to  g ive  bons a i  a  l as t  goo d f eed ing .  Eve r green and  con i f e rs  

may  be  l ig ht l y  fe r t i l i zed  o n  a reg ul ar  b as is  t hro ug h  the  w in te r  mo nths  s ince  

t hey  con t inue  to  g row  in  o ur  m i l d  c l ima te .  Use  fo o d  w i th  l i t t l e  n i t rogen - - main l y  
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potash  and  p hosp horous ,  a  0 -1 0-10  Low  n i t rogen  fe r t i l i ze rs  b u i l d  do rmant  b uds  

and  s to re  foo d  in  the  fo rm o f  s t a rch  used  to  p ro duce  heal thy  g row th  in  spr ing .  

Th is  is  espec ia l l y  impo r tan t  fo r  f r u i t i ng  and  f lowe r ing  t rees .  Spec i f i ca l l y  

aza leas ,  c rab app l es ,  ume  and po megranates  impro ve  af te r  l a te  feed ing s .   

 

 

L imi t  cut t i ngs ,  a t  t h is  t ime  o f  year ,  to  ha rdwoo d spec imens  o r  t rop ica l  

va r i e t ies .  The  use  o f  a  roo t ing  hormo nes  and a  p re -so ak ing  o f  a  ro o t ing  

s t imul ant ,  s uch  as  B -1  or  Supe r thr ive ,  impro ves  t he  o dds  o f  success .  A  b as ic  

roo t ing  medium such  as  2  par ts  pea t  moss  w i t h  l  p ar t  pe r l i te  o r  co arse  r ive r  

s and  w i l l  se rve  yo u  w e l l .  Keep  the  roo t ing  med ium s l igh t l y  mois t  and  shaded 

unt i l  e v idence  o f  new  grow th  appears .   

 

HA IKU P OEM :  

 

When one views his trees 

The illusion of sight must 

Feel wind and warm sun 

 

B y  M ar t y  M ann  
 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  ha s  b e en  ex t r ac t ed  f r o m  th e  r e c en t l y  pu b l i sh ed  b ook  c a l l ed  ‘B on s a i  

I d ea s ’ .©  By  Ma r t y  M an n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  to  b e  c o p i ed  w i th ou t  p u b l i sh e r  o r  au th o r ’ s  

p e r m i ss i on  

N o v em b e r - 20 1 3  
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    SubScribe Now! 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Are you missing out on what’s new and exciting  

in the 

GSBF Golden Statements Magazine 

 

 
 

Join in the bonsai community and be informed — subscribe to Golden Statements Magazine. 

Your subscription helps fund the print magazine and its educational mission. For those living 

within the U.S. a regular subscription costs only $25 per year (six issues).  First Class $40 and 

International Air Mail $60. 

 
To subscribe provide your name, address and telephone number along with a check made 

out to: GSBF Golden Statements. Mail to:  Golden Statements Subscriptions, PO Box 348, 

Monterey, CA 93942 

 
Or, you can always subscribe online at 

http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/golden-statements/subscribe-to-gs/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/golden-statements/subscribe-to-gs/
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UP COMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

 

 

It is that time of the year again. Our gala Christmas party is at St. Wilfrid  

Episcopal Church, Noon till 4pm, Saturday, December 14
th

, 18631 Chapel Ln, 

Huntington Beach; Kofu Bonsai will supply a ham, turkey and drinks. This is 

also the best Raffle of the year. Set the date and come enjoy an afternoon with 

your Bonsai friends. This will be a pot-luck, so bring your favorite dish that will 

serve 10 people 
 
 
 

December 26, 2013 – January 2, 2014: San Marino, CA 
California Aiseki Kai: 24rd Anniversary Exhibition of Viewing Stones Show, located in Friends Hall at 

The Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. Hours are 10:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
each day. Closed on New Year’s Day. Free parking and free entry into the exhibit. For more 
information see our website: www.aisekikai.com and/or contact hutch@aisekikai.com 
 
 

 

January 18 to 19, 2014 San Marino, California 
Winter Silhouettes at the Los Angeles Arboretum. Call the Arboretum for times. 

 

 

February 22 & 23, 2014: San Marino, California 

Bonsai-A-Thon XVII at The Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. This is 
the annual fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The Huntington. Admission to the event and to the 

mailto:hutch@aisekikai.com
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Huntington Gardens is free with Bonsai-A-Thon “Early Bird” Registration. Hours are 7:30 AM – 4:30 
PM both days. Pancake breakfast, tour hosted by Jim Folsom (Director of the Garden), 
demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle, and auction. For more information, 
contact Marge Blasingame, 626-579-0420 or margeblasingame@att.net. 

 
 
 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
 
         Beginners, looking to get 

started!  

Looking to improve your 

bonsai artistry and technique!  

Preparing your trees for 

exhibition! Wondering how to 

get started in Bonsai and 

have questions? Have a tree 

that is “difficult” to style 

and you may not know what 

to do. Questions on 

preparing your tree or 

displaying it at the Annual 

Show? No matter what your 

objectives are, you can bring 

your trees to work on at the 

pre-meeting workshop were 

experts like Al Nelson, Paul 

Vasina and Harley Newman 

can assist. Meet from 

4:00pm –6:00pm prior to the 

monthly meeting. 
 

Special Thank You 

October Refreshments: 
 
   Tish Miya 
   Tom Culton 
   Harry Hirao 
   Howie Kawahara 
   Harry & Kay Inami 
   Larry & Nina Ragle 
   Helen Ho 
   Chizo(?) 
 

October Donations: 
  

   Harley Newman 
   Paul Vasina 
   Harry Hirao 
   Wendy Tsai 
   Bill & Lois Hutchinson 
   Manuel Martinez 
   Louie Palacpac 
   Bob White 
    
    
 
 
  
  
 

  

  

  

  

mailto:margeblasingame@att.net

