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The Kofu Kai Review 
The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

Volume 30, Number 1                              January 2011 

Meeting Time and Place: **Note the Change** 
January 22, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
 

  

Executive Board  

 

Officers 
 

Founding President: 
Harry Hirao                      714-847-1832 

President 
Manuel Martinez              949-770-9633 

Vice President 
Carol Upston                   310-346-4203 

Recording Secretary 
Sharyn Bassin                   714-827-0661 

Treasurer: 
Bill Hutchinson            714-964-6973 

Past President 
Paul De Rose 

Board of Directors 
Larry Ragle          949-497-5626 

Joe James            562-598-4263 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Auction 
Bill Hutchinson            714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson            714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda Danesi     714-826-5024 

Bus Trip 
Nina Ragle            949-497-5626 

Meeting Refreshments 
Shari Religa            949-502-6434 

Membership 
Bill Hutchinson            714-964-6973 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Chassagne          949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Al Nelson            949-854-2681 

Program 
Carol Upston            310-346-4203 

Publicity 
Fran Popadak            949-248-8177 

Show Co-Chairs 
Anthony Chiusolo            714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak            949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
Marybel Balendonck       714-524-0275 

Website 
Ryan Cali                  949-735-3463 

 

 

    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 
 

 

 . 

It’s that time of the year, DUES ARE DUE. Your newsletter will 

discontinue as of March if you have not renewed.  Contact Bill 

Hutchinson at the meeting or when making Annual Dues payments 

by mail, please use these directions: 

Make Checks out to:  KOFU BONSAI KAI 

$20 per individual, or $25 for couples or two persons at one 

address. 

Include your Name, Address, Telephone Number, and e-mail 

address is mandatory if you wish to receive a newsletter. 

MAIL Checks To:     BILL HUTCHINSON 

                               18317 COLVILLE STREET 

                               FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA. 92708 

If you joined during the months of Oct., Nov., or Dec. you are paid for 

2011. 

JANUARY MEETING 

The January meeting will be a workshop demo using Bald Cypress as the material. 

If you would like to sign up please contact Carol Upston, Program Chair. 

Even though this will be a demo on material that you may not have you will see 

many of the established methods used when transplanting trees. 

 Participants in the work shop will be assisted by several of our members. The tree 

will go home in a nice growing, training container. Everything necessary to 

complete the workshop is provided, participants only need bring their tools. 

For those who are unfamiliar with this material I can tell you from personal 

experience that it is very hardy, rapid growing and easily trained. I have collected 

this material in nature and have not lost one. I am not saying this is a fool proof 

piece of material, just one that I believe will do better than most. So if interested 

refer to the flyer below.  Manuel Martinez 



 2 

 
 

Bald Cypress Workshop 
At the January meeting of Kofu Bonsai Kai, Saturday January 22th, there will be a lively 
workshop. The workshop will be throughout our regular meeting and will include 
information about Bald Cypress collecting, cultivating and training.  Carol Upston and 
Manuel Martinez will be giving the workshop.  Bald Cypress will be available in two 
sizes, the larger will be $100.00 and the smaller will be $50.00. Participants will style, 
wire, root prune and re-pot their tree into a 12” plastic training pot.  Soil mix, pots and 
wire will be provided.  Please bring your own tools.  Contact Carol Upston at 
jackdraw@earthlink.net, or call 310-346-4203 for further information and to sign up for 
the workshop, This will be a regular meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
I would like to thank those of you who attended the Christmas party for the delicious food that we all enjoyed. It was good 
to see some folks that have not been around for some time. It was apparent that having the party mid-day made it easier 
for some members to attend. 
  
We had a very nice turn out and it appeared that everyone had a great time. Besides the great food the raffle was the 
best of the year, as usual, and there were plenty of smiling faces carrying away a prize or two. 
  
I would like to thank Apinya Culton for providing the party photos. 
 
Manuel Martinez 

 

mailto:jackdraw@earthlink.net
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K O F U  B ON SA I  K A I  -  B ON SA I  ID EA S  

 

B Y  M AR T Y  M AN N  

 

J ANU AR Y 2 01 1  (# 6 6 )  

 

I f  d e c i d u o u s  t r e es  s t a r t  t o  s p r o u t ,  b r i ng  t h em  g r a d ua l l y  i n t o  s un l i g h t .  I f  t h e  t r e e  i s  

k ep t  i n  a  s h a d e d  a r e a ,  n ew  g r o w t h  w i l l  b e  l o n g ,  l e g g y  a n d  w ea k .  B e  c a r e f u l  t o  

p r o t e c t  t h i s  n e w g r o wt h  f r o m  a n y  s u r p r i s e  co l d  o r  f r o s t  t h a t  c a us es  d i eb a ck .  W he n  

w a r m  w e a t h e r  co m es ,  s o  do es  t he  e v e r - p r e s e n t  i n s e c t  p o p u l a t i o n .  B e  p r ep a r e d  t o  

s p r a y  ea r l y  w i t h  a  g o o d  c o m m er c i a l  i ns e c t i c i d e  o r  m i t i c i d e .  F o l l o w  m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  

d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  yo u r  m i x t u r es .   

S p r a y  d e c i d u o u s  t r e es  w i t h  a  do r m a n t  s p r a y  ( l i m e  s u l f u r )  b e f o r e  s i g n s  o f  n e w  

g r o w t h  a p p e a r .  A v o i d  t he  s o i l  s u r f a c es  i n  t h e  p o t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p o t s  t h em s e l v es .  

D r i p p i ng  c h em i ca l s  h a r m  t h e  t e n de r  r o o t s  a n d  l e a v e  u ns i g h t l y  s t a i n s  o n  t h e  p o t s .  

 

S u r v e y  t h e  f i n i s h e d  t r e es  i n  b o ns a i  p o t s .  A r e  t h ey  s t i l l  a  p r o p e r  m a t ch  i n  s i z e  o r  

c o lo r  t o  t h e  t r e e ?  H a s  t h e  m a t u r i t y  a n d  s t y l i ng  o f  t h e  t r e e  c h a ng e d  i t  e no ug h  t o  

c o ns i de r  r ep o t t i ng  i n t o  a  n e w p o t ?  I s  i t  t a l l e r ,  w i d e r ,  f a t t e r ?  N o w i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  

r e d es i g n  ‘ c o m p le t e d ’  t r e es .  

 

M a k e  a  l i s t  o f  t h e  t r ee s  t h a t  w i l l  r eq u i r e  r e p o t t i ng .  P l a ce  a  m a r k e r  i n  t h e  p o t s  t h a t  

r eq u i r e  a t t e n t i o n  t h i s  y ea r  f o r  i de n t i f i ca t i o n .  B eg i n  w i t h  t h e  co n i f e r s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  

d e c i d uo us  t r e es ,  t he n  t h e  f l o we r i ng  a n d  f r u i t i ng  t r ee s .  B eg i n  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  i n  a  

d o r m a n t  s t a g e  o r  j us t  b eg i n n i ng  t o  em er g e .  So m e o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  c a n  wa i t  un t i l  l a t e r  

i n  F eb r ua r y .  G o  e a s y  o n  a n y  p r u n i n g  t ha t  m a y  b e  r eq u i r e d .  L e t  t h e  b r a n c h es  m a t u r e .  
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W a i t  u n t i l  t h e  s a p  b eg i ns  t o  f l o w  b e f o r e  yo u  d o  a n y  s e r i o us  p r u n i ng  o r  p i n c h i ng  o f  

t h e  n e w g r o w i ng  t i p s .  

 

R e v i e w  t h e  n u r s e r y  s t o c k  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r ea d i ne s s  o f  p r e - t r a i n e d  m a t e r i a l  f o r  

t r a ns f e r  t o  a  t r a i n i ng  p o t  o r  a  d i s p la y  p o t .  C h e ck  yo ur  i n v e n t o r y  o f  b o ns a i  p o t s .  I f  

y o u  do n ’ t  ha v e  o n e  t h a t  f i t s  y o u r  n e e d s ,  no w i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  s h o p .  Th e  b es t  f i n ds  a r e  

a t  c o n v e n t i o n  b a z a a r s  o r  b o ns a i  s p e c i a l t y  s h o p s .  T h e  p o t t i n g  s ea s o n  w i l l  b e  up o n  

y o u  s o o n .  I t  i s  n i ce  t o  k no w yo u  ha v e  a  p o t  r ea d y  t o  m e e t  y o u r  n e ed s .  D o  yo u  n ee d  

m o r e  w i r e ,  s c r e e n i ng ,  d ec o m p o s e d  g r a n i t e ,  p um i c e ,  i ns e c t i c i de s ,  f u ng i c i d es ,  

m i t i c i d es ,  M i r a c l e - G r o ® ,  c o t t o ns ee d  m ea l ,  b o n e  m ea l ,  Do  y o u  ha v e  a  s up p ly  o f  s n a i l  

b a i t ,  I r o n n i t e ,  g y p s um ,  e t c .  

 

A no t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n vo l v es  y o u r  t o o l s .  S o r t  t h em  o u t .  S ha r p e n  

a l l  c u t t i ng  e dg es ;  r em o v e  a c c um u la t i o ns  o f  r u s t  a n d  t a r  s t a i ns  b y  us i n g  t he  n e w 

J a p a ne s e  e r a s e r s .  D i p  t o o l s  i n t o  a  b l ea c h  s o lu t i o n  t o  p u r i f y  t he m .  O i l  a l l  s u r f a c es  

f o r  a d d i t i o na l  p r o t e c t i o n .   

 

S t u d y  t h e  t r e es  t o  d e t e r m i ne  t he  ne e d  t o  r e w i r e  a n d  r e p o s i t i o n  v a r i o u s  b r a nc h es .  Do  

s o  w i t h  g r ea t  c a r e  s i n c e  b r a n c hes  o n  m o s t  va r i e t i e s  o f  t r ee s  a r e  b r i t t l e  d u r i n g  t h e  

d o r m a n t  p e r i o d .  R em em b er ,  yo u  a r e  l o o k i ng  f o r  t h e  f a u l t s  o f  b a s i c  b o n s a i  d es i g n  - -  

c r o s s i ng  b r a n ch es ,  b a r s ,  s ha r p  a ng l es ,  l a d d e r s ,  a n d  p l a c em e n t  w i t h  t h e  t r u nk .  G o o d  

d e s i g n  d i s t i ng u i s h es  yo u r  t r e e ' s  q u a l i t y  f r o m  " j us t  a n o t h e r  b o n s a i " .  

 

J a n ua r y  a n d  F eb r u a r y  i s  s t i l l  a  g o o d  t i m e  t o  g a t he r  w i l d  s e e d l i ng s  ( o r ,  i f  yo u  a r e  

l u c k y ,  o l d  w e a t h e r e d  t r e es  f r o m  t h e  w i l d )  - -  s c r ub  o r  p i n  o a k s ,  m o u n t a i n  p i ne s  a n d  

C a l i f o r n i a  j u n i p e r s .  Do n ’ t  p l a n  a ny  w i r i ng  o f  ne w l y  d ug  m a t e r i a l .  C o n c e n t r a t e  o n  t h e  

r e es t a b l i s hm e n t  o f  b r o k e n  r o o t a g e  a n d  t h e  e n co ur a g em e n t  o f  n e w  g r o w t h .  

 

 

H A I K U PO E M :  

 

 

 

E n t e r  a  n e w wo r l d  

K e ep i ng  t h e  t r e es  a l l  h ea l t h y  

E a c h  da y  t h e  s u n  s h i n es  

 

B y  M a r t y  Ma n n  

 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k  c a l l e d  ‘  B o n s a i  

I d e a s ’ . ©  B y  M a r t y  M a n n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o p i e d  w i t h o u t  p u b l i s h e r  o r  a u t h o r ’ s  

p e r m i s s i o n  

J A N U A R Y  - 2 0 1 1  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai  47th Annual Winter Silhouettes Show, 

founded by Frank Fusaji Nagata, January 15th and 16th, 2011 10am to 
4:30pm.  Ayres Hall, Los Angeles Arboretum, 301 North Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia, 

California. Reception Saturday Evening 6:30 to 9:00pm. 
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GSBF 2011 BONSAI-A-THON, BEGINNER’S WORKSHOP –Saturday 

February 26, 2011, 9:00 am till Noon.  Huntington Gardens and Library, 1151 Oxford 

Drive, San Marino, CA.  For more information call Herb Eisenberg 310-545-5954 

 

 

 
Get well wishes from Kofu Kai  

 
TO: 

 

Sharon Bassin, recovering from a long illness 

  

Howie Kawahara, recovering from a fall 
 
  

If you know of a club member who is ill let us know 

 
                                                             
 

  
             

         

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
  
• Improve your bonsai artistry 

and technique!  
• Prepare your trees for exhibition!  

Most of us have a tree that is 

“difficult” to style and we may not 

know what to do with it. Most  

of us need to prepare our trees 

for the Annual Show or just simply  

would like to improve our 

techniques. No matter what our 

objectives are, we all can bring  

our trees to work on at the pre-

meeting workshop were experts 

like Al Nelson, Paul Vasina and 

Harley Newman are near to lend a 

helping hand. Come and join us 

from 4:00pm –6:00pm prior to our 

monthly meeting. 

 

Special Thank You 
 

 

December Donations/Raffle: 
 
   Everett & Sharyn Bassin 
   Larry and Nina Ragle 
   Harry Hirao 
   Manuel Martinez 
   Al Nelson 
   Tony Peredo 
   David and June Nguy 
   Bill and Lois Hutchinson 
   Dan and Wanda Danesi 
 
  
 

  


