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The Kofu Kai Review 

The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

 Meeting Time and Place  
  July 21 , 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
Manuel Martinez  

Executive Board  

 

Officers 
 

 

Founding President: 
Harry Hirao             714-847-1832 

President 
Manuel Martinez    949-770-9633 

Vice President 
Carol Upston           310-346-4203 

Recording Secretary 
Joe Szabo               312-523-3532 

Treasurer: 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Past President 
Paul De Rose 

Board of Directors 
Larry Ragle   949-497-5626 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Auction 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda         714-826-5024 

         Danesi 

Bus Trip 
Nina Ragle    949-497-5626 

Meeting Refreshments 
An D. Truong   714-932-1244            

Membership 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Chassagne  949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Al Nelson   949-854-2681 

Program 
Carol Upston   310-346-4203 

Publicity 

Open             

Show Co-Chairs 
Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
Marybel                  714-524-0275 

    Balendonk 

Website 
 Open 

 

    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 

 

 

 

   
JULY MEETING 

 
 

 
 

 

Our July program features Roy Nagatoshi, one of the most renown bonsai masters from 
Southern California.  I talked to Roy last week out at his bonsai nursery, Fuji Nursery, in 
Sylmar.  I asked him to sum up his approach to bonsai design.  He explained that he 
follows the rules of nature, not of man when designing bonsai and that to follow the 
natural rules it's necessary to be very observant, to keep your eyes open to the natural 
world.  He puts very few restrictions on his bonsai designs...if it looks good, keep it, he 
would say, rather than impose a particular formal style on each tree.  
 
Roy will be demonstrating and talking about his favorite bonsai material, Kishu Shimpaku 
juniper and will be showing us his technique for approach grafting this beautiful foliage 
onto other types of junipers and also how to maintain Kishu so that it doesn't turn into a 
poodle tree but maintains the original bonsai design.  He also will be bringing something 
interesting to put into our raffle.  I hope everyone will be there on Saturday July 21st to 
welcome Roy and to learn from a fine teacher of bonsai technique and design. 
 
If you haven't visited Roy's place, Fuji Bonsai Nursery in Sylmar, you should make the 
trip.  In addition to many well cared for trees for sale, you will learn so much from seeing 
Roy's collection of interesting bonsai.  There are many trees in various stages of grafting 
always at Roy's so it's very helpful to take a close look at his work.  

 

Carol Upston   
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June Meeting 
 

                              
 
 

 

At our June meeting a number of lucky Kofu members had a projected design drawn for them by artist Uyen 
Truong.  Uyen was able to find an interesting design for each tree, no matter how unusual.  Thank you, Uyen, for sharing 
with us your creative approach to bonsai design. 
 

 

Carol Upston 
 

 

 

 

K O F U  B ON S AI  K A I  -  B ON SA I  ID EA S  

 

B Y  MAR T Y  M AN N  

 

J U LY ,  2 01 2  (# 8 3 )  

 

 

S u m m er t i m e  r e d uc es  t h e  n e e d  t o  do  a ny  s e r i o us  ' t r a i n i ng '  o f  b o n s a i .  I t ’ s  a  p e r i o d  o f  

w a t c h f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r es u l t s  o f  ea r l i e r  ca r e .  J u l y  i s  t h e  m o n t h  t o  p la n  f o r  t he  s um m er  

s e a s o n  c ha ng es  o f  a c t i v i t i es  r e l a t e d  t o  c a r e  a n d  f ee d i ng  o f  b o ns a i .  S t a r t  a  p r o g r a m  t ha t  

w i l l  p r o v i d e  f a l l  c o lo r s  b y  r e d u c i ng  t he  n i t r o g e n  co n t e n t  o f  yo u r  f e r t i l i z e r .  C o n t i n ue d  u s e  o f  

t h e  s t a n d a r d  co t t o ns ee d / b o n e  m ea l  ( 7 0 / 30 %)  w i l l  p r o v i d e  m o s t  o f  t he  n u t r i e n t s  r eq u i r e d  f o r  

s um m er  g r o w t h  a n d  g o o d  he a l t h .  I n t r o d u c e  a  c ha ng e  i n  f o o d  b y  us i n g  h a l f  s t r e ng t h  l i q u i d  

H i - B l o o m  ( 2 - 2 - 1 0 )  t ha t  p r o v i de s  a n  ex c e l l e n t  s o u r c e  o f  p ho s p ho r us .  C o n t i n u e  t o  f ee d  a l l  

c o n i f e r s  a n d  o t h e r  ev e r g r e e n  m a t e r i a l  t o  p r o m o t e  g o o d  s um m er  h ea l t h .  R eg u la r  f e e d i ng s  o f  

m i l d e r  s o l u t i o ns  a r e  i n  o r d e r .   
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R eg u l a r  f e e d i ng  d u r i ng  t h e  ho t  s um m er  m o n t hs  c a n  a l s o  b e  s up p l em e n t e d  b y  ea r l y  m o r n i n g  

r e f r es h i ng  f o l i a r  f ee d i ng  o f  M i r a c l e - G r o  o r  a  d i l u t e d  s o l u t i o n  o f  f i s h  em u ls i o n .  A v o i d  

d a y t i m e  h e a t .  A l l o w  w e t  f o l i a g e  t o  d r y  d u r i ng  t h e  da y  t o  p r ev e n t  n i g h t  f o r m i ng  f ung us  

i n f e c t i o n .  A  b r i s k  s p r a y i ng  o f  yo u r  t r e es  b e fo r e  f e e d i ng  w i l l  r em o v e  d us t  l a y e r s  a nd  

d i s c o ur a g e  r e d  s p i d e r ,  m i t e s ,  a n t s  a n d  o t h e r  i ns e c t s .  B e  s u r e  t o  s p r a y  b o t h  t he  t o p  a n d  t he  

b o t t o m  o f  t h e  fo l i a g e .   

 

W a t e r i ng  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s u m m e r  c h o r e .  W a r m  s um m er  b r e ez es  e n co ur a g e  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  

m o i s t u r e  e x p i r a t i o n  t h r o ug h  h e a l t hy  l e a f  s u r f a c es .  F o r  b a la n c e d  p la n t  he a l t h  a  c ha ng e  i n  

w a t e r i ng  s c h e d u le s  co ns i s t e n t l y  r en e w s  t h i s  m o i s t u r e .  A vo i d  we t t i ng  t h e  l ea v es  d u r i ng  t h e  

w a r m  da ys -  f o r  t w o  g o o d  r ea s o ns :  

  

 •  Da y t i m e  wa t e r  t h a t  a d h e r es  t o  l ea v es  ca n  l i t e r a l l y  co o k  t he m  a n d  ca u s e  s ev e r e  l ea f  

b u r n .  I f  o ve r h e a d  wa t e r i ng  i s  u na vo i da b l e ,  d o  s o  ea r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i ng  t o  g i ve  t i m e  f o r  

s u r f a c e  ev a p o r a t i o n .  

  

 •  E x ce s s i v e  m o i s t u r e  i n  t h e  c r o t c h  o f  l e a f  c l us t e r s  o r  o n  t h e i r  u n d e r s i d e s  c r e a t es  

e n v i r o nm e n t s  t h a t  a r e  i de a l  f o r  t he  fo r m a t i o n  o f  f u ng u s  a n d  t he  r e l a t e d  h ea l t h  

t h r e a t e n i ng  da m a g es .   

 

B e  r em i n d e d  t h a t  s um m er  v a ca t i o n i ng  p u t s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  b u r d e n  o n  yo ur  ' b o ns a i  s i t t e r s ' .  A  

s ug g es t i o n  wo u l d  b e  t o  l e t  t h em  wa t e r  yo u r  t r e es  fo r  a  f ew  da ys  b e fo r e  yo u  l ea v e  t o  b e  

s u r e  t ha t  t h e y  a r e  f o l l o w i ng  yo ur  i n s t r uc t i o ns .  T r e es  r eq u i r i ng  s p e c i a l  c a r e  s ho u l d  b e  

g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  s i m p l i f y  a t t e n t i o n .  D o n ' t  t r us t  yo u r  a u t o m a t i c  wa t e r i ng  s ys t e m  w i t h o u t  

t h e  b a ck  up  o f  s o m e o n e  w h o  c a n  c h e ck  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  t o  s e e  i f  a l  i s  w e l l .  T r y  f o r m i ng  a  

m u t u a l  wa t e r i ng  p a c t  w i t h  f e l l o w  b o n s a i i s t s .  Yo u  d o  fo r  t h em  w he n  yo u  c a n  a n d  t h ey  w i l l  do  

f o r  y o u .  I t ' s  a  g r ea t  wo r k i ng  a r r a ng em e nt  a n d  co ns i de r a b l y  s a f e r  t ha n  t r us t i ng  yo u r  ' b a b i e s '  

t o  s t r a ng e r s .  

 

R ep o t t i ng  f i c u s ,  p o m eg r a na t es  o r  o t h e r  wa r m  w e a t h e r  t r o p i c a l s  i s  e nc o ur a g e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A vo i d  m o s t  o t h e r  t r a ns p l a n t i ng  a c t i v i t y  d u r i ng  w a r m  w ea t h e r .  W a t c h  fo r  w i r e  c u t t i ng  

c o n d i t i o ns .  A s  b o ns a i  m a t u r es  i n  t h e  s um m er  g r o w i ng  p e r i o d  i t  do es  s o  p r i m a r i l y  o n  i t s  

w o o dy  s u r f a ce s .   

 

C h e w i ng  i ns ec t s  a r e  ha r d  a t  w o r k  e a t i ng  t h e i r  w a y  t h r u  l ea v es  a n d  s t e m s .  Sp r a y  w i t h  S e v i n .  

M i t es  a r e  a l s o  a c t i ve  d u r i ng  wa r m  w e a t h e r  m o n t h s .  D i s co ur a g e  t h em  w i t h  a  g o o d  m i t i c i d es  

o r  o n e  o f  t he  ne w co m b i n a t i o n  f u ng i c i d es / i ns ec t i c i de  p r o d u c t s  no w o n  t h e  m a r k e t . .  A  s m a l l  

a m o u n t  o f  Vo l ck  O i l  w i t h  t h es e  p r o d u c t s  c r e a t es  b e t t e r  a d he s i o n .   

 

A p p r o a c h  yo ur  s um m er  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  a n  e y e  t o  e n jo ym e n t  o f  t h e  fo r m  a n d  c o l o r  o f  t h e  t r e es .  

F a l l  w i l l  co m e  s o o n  e no ug h  i f  yo u  k e ep  up  w i t h  s um m er t i m e  c a r e .   

 

H A I K U PO E M :  

 

F u l l  d a y s  w i t h  ho t  s u n  

B o ns a i - i ng  w i t h  g r ea t  p l ea s u r e  

W h y  co m p l a i n  -  l o ve  i t  

 

B y  M a r t y  M a n n  

 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  ha s  b e en  ex t r ac t ed  f r o m  th e  r e c en t l y  pu b l i sh ed  b ook  c a l l ed  ‘  B on sa i  

I d ea s ’ .©  B y  Ma r t y  M an n .   Ma te r i a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o p i ed  w i t h ou t  pu b l i sh e r  o r  au th o r ’ s  

p e r m i ss i on  

J u l y  - 2 0 12  
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Since I have become president it has become evident we have a number of new people and possibly struggling 
beginners in Kofu Kai.  
 

I have been listening to questions from the audience and while good questions, it would appear that there are 
those who have had no formal training in this art. With that said I am prepared to offer monthly lessons to 
those who are at a beginners or novice level as this has always been the area where finding an instructor is 
difficult. 
 

I have been teaching for about 10 years and have mostly worked with people who have scheduling problems 
or work odd hours and can’t go to regular classes. 
 

What I intend to do is briefly listed below and is intended as an invitation at the very least to curb you 
curiosity. 
 

The classes will occur on a weekend day or if enough interest a weekday. 
 

 These classes will run in six month segments.  
 

The first meeting date will be announced after a list of interested individuals is established. The class size will 
be no larger than 6 students. 
 

The first meeting will be brief, approximately 2hrs. This will be a discussion of what I expect from you, the 
student, and my philosophy on teaching and where I hope to get you over a period of time. At this time you 
will have the opportunity to opt out or continue.  This meeting will not count as one of the six sessions. Costs 
for lessons and materials will be discussed at this time. 
 

The actual first lesson will be a collecting trip if all who commit to continuing are in agreement. 
 

Sessions 2 to will be all about basics and you will be working on similar material, your own. 
 

Sessions 3 to six will be structured but geared toward enhancing your basic skills and understanding design. 
 

If you are interested contact me via Email at manny22816@aol.com, subject matter - Bonsai lessons, if you do 
not do computer call me at 949-770-9633 during the day. 
 

Manual Martinez 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:manny22816@aol.com
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UP COMING EVENTS 
 

 
 

 
July 17 t h to the 30 t h and see our beautiful trees 
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ATTENTON CLUB MEMBERS: Kofu Bonsai Kai annual auction fund 

raiser will be August 18th, 2012. This is the time of year you clean out 

those items you have lost interest in or no longer have time for and make 

them a donation for the auction. 

 

August 18th and 19th  2012, Nampu Kai annual show at Little Tokyo in Los 

Angeles at the Japanese/American Cultural Center. 

 

Kofu Bonsai Kai Show at the Bowers Museum September 25th to the 30th 

more information to follow 
 

 

Golden S ta te  Bonsa i  Federat ion Conven t ion  XXXV  “Ca l i - forn ia  Dreaming” a t  

the Doub let ree Hote l ,  2011  Wes t  Po in t  Way .  Oc tober  24,  25 ,  26,  27  and 28,  

2012 ,  Sacramento,  Ca l i forn ia .  Add it iona l  in format ion  for thcoming.  

 
 

 
Bonsai Tools and Supplies: 

 

If you need any tools or supplies from Everett Bassin, contact him at 714-827-0661 or 714-392-5149 
or email him at bonsaitools@mindspring.com.  He will bring them to the meetings.  He will not be 
bringing his entire inventory to the meetings. 
 
 

               
 
 

 
 
 

Kofu Bonsai Kai is looking for someone who is interested in maintaining 
and updating our website.  Anyone who is interested, please contact 
Manual Martinez at 949-770-9633 or email manny22816@aol.com.  

 

mailto:bonsaitools@mindspring.com
mailto:manny22816@aol.com
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PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
 
Beginners, looking to get started!  

Looking to improve your bonsai 

artistry and technique!  

Preparing your trees for exhibition! 

Wondering how to get started in 

Bonsai and have questions? Have a 

tree that is “difficult” to style and 

you may not know what to do. 

Questions on preparing your tree or 

displaying it at the Annual Show? 

No matter what your objectives 

are, you can bring your trees to 

work on at the pre-meeting 

workshop were experts like Al 

Nelson, Paul Vasina and Harley 

Newman can assist. Meet from 

4:00pm –6:00pm prior to the 

monthly meeting. 
 
          

Special Thank You 

 

June Raffle Donations: 
  Manuel Martinez 
  Harry Hirao 
  Bill & Lois Hutchinson 
  Carol Upston 
  Bob White 
  Kaz Hosozawa  
  Tak Nakamura  
  Evetett Bassin 
   
 

June Refreshments: 
   Bob Warner 
   Tish Miya 
   Harry Hirao 
   Everett & Sharyn Bassin 
   Tom Culton 
   Au Truong 
    
    
    
    
 
     
    

 
    
 
    
 
 
  
  
 

  

  

  

  


