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The Kofu Kai Review 

The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

 Meeting Time and Place  
  June 16, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
Manuel Martinez  

Executive Board  
 
Officers 
 
 
Founding President: 
Harry Hirao             714-847-1832 

President 
Manuel Martinez    949-770-9633 

Vice President 
Carol Upston           310-346-4203 

Recording Secretary 
Joe Szabo               312-523-3532 

Treasurer: 

Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Past President 
Paul De Rose 

Board of Directors 
Larry Ragle   949-497-5626 

 
 

 
 

Committees 
 
Auction 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda         714-826-5024 

         Danesi 

Bus Trip 
Nina Ragle    949-497-5626 

Meeting Refreshments 
An D. Truong   714-932-1244            

Membership 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Chassagne  949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Al Nelson   949-854-2681 

Program 
Carol Upston   310-346-4203 

Publicity 
Open             
Show Co-Chairs 
Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
Marybel                  714-524-0275 
    Balendonk 

Website 
Alonso Uribe    323-496-2154 
 

    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 
 

 

   
JUNE MEETING 

 
 

       
 

Uyen Truong, Bonsai Artist 

Please join us on Saturday June 16th when Uyen Truong will be with us for a unique 
critique.   
 
You may not know that Uyen Truong is a very accomplished artist in painting and drawing 
as well as bonsai design.  At our next Kofu meeting he'll bring all of his skills and will draw 
for you his design for your tree. Please bring a challenging tree or piece of 
materiel.  Maybe you have a gnarly juniper sitting in a nursery pot and can't make up your 
mind how to start it.  Or perhaps you have a potted bonsai that you'd like to improve, or a 
nasty stump that has you stumped.  Whatever it is, Uyen will give you his best artistic 
vision and you will take home a drawing of the potential future of your tree.  Uyen works 
fast so I'm not putting any particular limit on the number of people we will be able to 
accommodate.  Obviously if 40 trees show up we won't get through them all.  Uyen will 
choose which to work on and we will just keep going till it's time for the raffle.  
 
Don't be shy about this, it's a special opportunity and as Uyen talks about and draws your 
tree, it will help everyone in the audience as well. 

 
 

Carol Upston   
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July 17
th
 to the 30

th
 for tree displays and for 

docent 

 

Contact Anthony Chiusolo 714-998-3420 

Or Mike Viljak 949-642-3597  
 

 

 

May Meeting 
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Thank You Al! 

We were entertained at our May meeting by the venerable and erudite Al Nelson and his crew.  Al created a beautiful 
Saikei planting using some very tiny boxwoods and other miniature plants.  Not only did Al explain the process of making 
the landscape planting, he provided information about his sources for all of the material including the stone used for the 
base of the saikei.  Al also tried out his new stand-up routine on us and by the amount of laughter I'd say he's ready for 
prime time.  Thank you Al for not only doing an entertaining demo, but for bringing along so many helpers and mentoring 
them.    
 

 
Carol Upston 
 

 

 

K O F U BO N S AI  K AI  -  BO N S AI  I D EAS  

 
B Y M ART Y M AN N  

 
J U NE ,  2 0 1 2 ,  ( # 8 2 )  

 
 

T h e  e n d  o f  J u n e  o r  e a r l y  Ju l y  i s  a  g o o d  t i me  t o  r e mo v e  l a r g e  l e a ve s  f r o m t h e  ma t u r i n g  
s p r i n g  f o l i a g e .  T h i s  r o u t i n e ,  j u s t  sh o r t  o f  a c t u a l  l e a f  p r u n i n g  e n co u r a g e s  s ma l l e r  l e a v e s  t o  
r e ma i n  i n  sc a l e  w i t h  t h e  t r e e .  Do  n o t  d o  l e a f  p r u n i n g  o n  a n  a n n u a l  b a s i s .  Tr i m se l e c t i ve l y,  
i n  s t a g e s ,  wh e n  n e w  g r o w t h  h a s  h a r d e n e d .  
 
F e e d  t h e  t r e e  we l l  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t wo  we e ks  l a t e  i n  Ma y  b e f o r e  c u t t i n g  Ma p l e ,  E l m,  L i q u i d  
A mb e r  a n d  G i n g ko .  U se  a  l o w  n i t r o g e n  f o r mu l a  t o  r e s t r a i n  sp u r t s  o f  n e w  g r o w t h .  Do n ' t  
wa t e r  a s  mu ch  d u r i n g  t h i s  g r o wi n g  p e r i o d .  Do n ' t  p r u n e  f l o we r i n g  t r e e s  u n t i l  a f t e r  f l o we r i n g  
i n  o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  n e w  f l o we r  b u d s  t o  f o r m i n  t h e  wa r m s u mme r  m o n t h s ,  b e f o r e  f a l l  a n d  
w i n t e r.  T h i s  ca n  b e  t h e  t i me  f o r  p r o p a g a t i o n  b y  cu t t i n g s ,  p l a n t i n g  se e d s ,  a n d  a i r - l a ye r i n g .  
S o f t wo o d  c u t t i n g s  a r e  b e s t  t a k e n  f r o m n e wl y  h a r d e n e d  wo o d .  Tr y  a  g r o u p  o f  c u t t i n g s  w i t h  
v a r i o u s  d i a me t e r s  t a ke n  f r o m a  s i n g l e  v a r i e t y  o f  a  t r e e  t o  p l a n t  a s  a  f o r e s t .  P l a n  a h e a d  a n d  
t r e a t  t h i s  g r o u p  a s  a  u n i t  wh e n  i t  h a s  r o o t e d  a n d  b e g u n  t o  g r o w.   
 
H a r sh  su mme r  su n  i s  co mi n g .  G u a r d  a g a i n s t  su n b u r n .  P r o t e c t  d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s  a s  we l l  a s  
b a mb o o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  y o u  u se  a n  o ve r h e a d  wa t e r i n g  sy s t e m.  Ro t a t e  yo u r  t r e e s  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  
e ve n  l i g h t  e xp o s u r e .   
 
R e d u ce  f e e d i n g  d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s  i n  m i d - Ju n e  a n d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  ye a r  t o  d i s co u r a g e  
l a r g e  l e a ve s .  F a l l  c o l o r s  w i l l  i mp r o v e  ( i f  n a t u r e  c o - o p e r a t e s  w i t h  s o me  c o o l  n i g h t s )  i f  
f e r t i l i z e r s  b e i n g  u se d  a r e  l o w  i n  N i t r o g e n  ( N )  a n d  h i g h e r  i n  P o t a sh  ( K )  a n d  Ph o s p h o r u s  ( P ) .  
F l o we r i n g  a n d  f r u i t i n g  t r e e s  ca n  u se  so me  b o n e  me a l  a l o n g  wi t h  t h e  r e g u l a r  f e r t i l i z i n g  
s ch e d u l e .   
 
W i t h  t h e  r e n e wa l  o f  a c t i v e  g r o w t h  i n  M a y  a n d  i n t o  Ju n e  s o  sh o u l d  a t t e n t i o n  b e  ma d e  t o  
t h e se  u g l y  p r e d a t o r s ,  i n s e c t s  a n d  f u n g u s .   Ap h i d s  w i l l  mu l t i p l y  a c t i ve l y  i n  wa r m we a t h e r .  
F r u i t  f l i e s  a r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  n e w  y o u n g  g r o w t h  a s  t h e  su g a r y  sa p  f l o ws .   C o n t i n u e  yo u r  
p r o g r a m o f  c o n s t a n t  a t t e n t i o n  b y  t h e  a p p l i ca t i o n  o f  g o o d  co mm e r c i a l  i n se c t i c i d e s  a n d  
f u n g i c i d e s .  Ch e c k  t h e  u n d e r s i d e  o f  yo u r  l e a f y  t r e e s  -  a  f a v o r i t e  h i d i n g  p l a ce  f o r  i n se c t  e g g s  
a n d  l a r va e  g r o w t h .   W h e n  y o u  sp r a y  y o u  mu s t  c o ve r  t h e  u p p e r  a n d  l o we r  su r f a c e s  a s  we l l  
a s  t h e  w o o d y  b r a n c h e s  a n d  t r u n k  a r e a s .   W h i l e  r e g u l a r l y  s ch e d u l e d  s p r a y i n g  i s  t h e  u su a l  
r e co m me n d a t i o n ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t o o  s t r o n g  a  c h e mi ca l  mi x t u r e  ca n  o f t e n  d o  mo r e  
h a r m t h a n  g o o d .   Do n ' t  o v e r d o  wh i l e  e mp h a s i s  i s  a l wa ys  o n  b u g s  a n d  sp o r e s ,  a t t e n t i o n  
s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  g i ve n  t o  t h e  a ccu mu l a t i o n  o f  " t r a sh "  i n  yo u r  p o t s  a n d  i n  yo u r  g r o wi n g  
c o n t a i n e r s .  Ke e p  y o u r  su r f a c e s  c l e a n  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  t h e  h a r b o r i n g  o f  u n wa n t e d  t e n a n t s .   
K e e p  p u l l i n g  t h o se  a g g r e s s i ve  we e d s  t h a t  se e m t o  f i n d  a  h o me  i n  we l l  f e d  p l a n t s  i n  
c o n t a i n e r s .   G e t  t h e m o u t  b e f o r e  t h e y  b e co me  t o o  mu ch  a  p a r t  o f  yo u r  r o o t  b a l l .  
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P r o p e r  co n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  l i g h t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e a ch  o f  yo u r  t r e e s  i s  ve r y  i mp o r t a n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  
a c t i v e  g r o wi n g  se a so n .   Ke e p i n g  ma t e r i a l  i n  a  s h e l t e r e d  o r  sh a d e d  a r e a  ca n  p r o d u ce  l a n k y  
a n d  we a k  g r o w t h .   I f  t h e  we a t h e r  b e c o me s  e xce ss i v e l y  wa r m t h e n  t h e  d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s  
s h o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m t o o  mu c h  h o t  su n .  Co n ve r se l y,  co n i f e r s  a n d  e ve r g r e e n  j u n i p e r s  
w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m s u b s t a n t i a l  e xp o su r e  t o  f u l l  s u n  wh i c h  w i l l  c r e a t e  h a r d e r  a n d  f i r me r  
f o l i a g e .   Do  n o t  r e a c t  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  s u n  i s  h a r mf u l .   T h e  o n l y  n e g a t i ve  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  
e xp o su r e  i s  t h e  i n c r e a se d  e v a p o r a t i o n  a n d  e xce s s i ve  mo i s t u r e  l o s s .   Yo u  mu s t  c o mp e n s a t e  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  g o o d  l i g h t  b y  a d ju s t i n g  yo u r  wa t e r i n g  s ch e d u l e s .  M o s t  o f  yo u r  t r e e s  w i l l  
t h r i ve  i n  t h e  wa r me r  we a t h e r,  h o we v e r  s p e c i a l  ca r e  mu s t  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  l e a f y  Ma p l e s ,  
B i r ch ,  a n d  L i q u i d  A mb e r s  wh o se  su r f a ce s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  we t t e d  a n d  a l l o we d  t o  b r o i l .  
 
S p r i n g  h a s  s p r u n g .  No w  b e  a t t e n t i ve  t o  t h e  ma t u r i n g  b o n sa i  a s  t h e y  f a ce  t h e  o n co mi n g  
s u mme r  c o n d i t i o n s .   
 
H A I KU  PO E M:  
 
Soft hills of clouds drifting by 

Warm days, sunlit skies 
With comfort and nurturing  
 
B y  M a r t y  Ma n n  
 
 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k  c a l l e d  ‘  B o n s a i  I d e a s ’ . ©  B y  
M a r t y  M a n n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o p i e d  w i t h o u t  p u b l i s h e r  o r  a u t h o r ’s  p e r m i s s i o n  

J u n e  - 2 0 1 2  

 

 
 

 

    
 
 
 
 

                              
 

 
 

Al Nelson, Ryan Cali, Howie Kawahara, Alex Espinoza and Jack Holms 
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Say hello to them when you see them 

 
 

UP COMING EVENTS 
 

Kofu Bonsai Kai show at the Bowers Museum  
September 25th to the 30th  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Bonsai Tools and Supplies: 

 

If you need any tools or supplies from Everett Bassin, contact him at 714-827-0661 or 714-392-5149 
or email him at bonsaitools@mindspring.com.  He will bring them to the meetings.  He will not be 
bringing his entire inventory to the meetings. 
 
 

mailto:bonsaitools@mindspring.com
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PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
 
Beginners, looking to get started!  

Looking to improve your bonsai 

artistry and technique!  

Preparing your trees for exhibition! 

Wondering how to get started in 

Bonsai and have questions? Have a 

tree that is “difficult” to style and 

you may not know what to do. 

Questions on preparing your tree or 

displaying it at the Annual Show? 

No matter what your objectives 

are, you can bring your trees to 

work on at the pre-meeting 

workshop were experts like Al 

Nelson, Paul Vasina and Harley 

Newman can assist. Meet from 

4:00pm –6:00pm prior to the 

monthly meeting. 
 
          

Special Thank You 

May Raffle Donations: 
  
  Manuel Martinez 
  Harry Hirao 
  Bill & Lois Hutchinson 
  Larry Ragle 
  Carol Upston 
  Dave Miles 
  Barry & Sandy Josephson 
  Anthony Chiusolo 
  Ron Reekers 
  Joe Hong 
  Ev Bassin 
  Gonzalo Rodriguez 
 

May Refreshments: 
    
   Tish Miya 
   Joe Szabo 
   Tom Culton 
   Marybel Balendonk 
   Harry Hirao 
   Ron Reekers    
    
    


