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The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Bonsai Kai Club              

 MEETING TIME and PLACE  
  March 19th, 2016, 7:00 pm  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Boulevard, Anaheim 

 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 19 DEMONSTRATION 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Officers 
 
Founding President: 
Harry Hirao 

President: 
Carol Upston           310-346-4203 

  jackdaw@earthlink.net 
Vice President: 
   Open 

Recording Secretary: 
    Open 

Treasurer:   

Ryan Cali                949-735-3463 

Past President: 
Manuel Martinez      

                 manny22816@aol.com 

Board of Directors: 
Larry Ragle    949-497-5626 

 

 
 

Committees 
 
Badges: 

Shari Religa 

Benefit Drawing: 
Dan and Wanda 
Danesi                     714-826-5024 

Meeting Refreshments: 
Kimberly Warner      

Membership 
Ryan Cali                949-735-3463 

Newsletter Editor: 

May McNey             714-738-0879 

           jmmcney@roadrunner.com 

Pre-Meeting Workshop: 
Ryan Cali                949-735-3463 

Program Co-Chairs: 

Open 

Publicity: 

Mike Walsh     

Show Co-Chairs: 
Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 
Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine: 
Marybel 

Balendonck             714-524-0275 

Website: 
Bob Warner     

 
 

 
    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUES ARE DUE 

 Your newsletter will discontinue if you have not renewed. Contact Ryan Cali at the 
meeting, or when making Annual Dues payments by mail, please use these 

directions: 
 
Make Checks out to: KOFU BONSAI KAI, $20 per individual, or $25 for couples or 
two persons at one address. Include your Name, Address, Telephone Number, 
and e-mail address is mandatory if you wish to receive a newsletter. 
 
MAIL Checks to: 
 

RYAN CALI 
52 Dianthus 

Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688-1024 
 
 

If you joined during the months of October, November, or December 2015, 
you are paid for 2016. 
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Flowering Bonsai That Do Well in So Cal and Dealing with Hot 

Weather 

 
For the March meeting, Carol Upston will discuss and show examples of some plants that make good flowering bonsai in 
our warm winter climate. 
We often look with envy at photos of flowering trees from cold winter areas and wish we could get the same 
results.  There are plenty of flowering plants that do well here with minimal winter chill as long as we take into 
consideration their special needs.  Among the plants will discuss will be flowering quince including the rare and elusive 
Chyo Ju Bai, warm climate flowering and even one fruiting cherry, Hawthorne, and others including native species of 
flowering gooseberry. 
 
Also discussed will be strategies for dealing with water restrictions, heat waves, alkaline water problems and lack of winter 
chill. 
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February Meeting 

Manuel Martinez talk on soil & Fertilizers 

 
 

 

At the February meeting some soil mixtures were talked about to introduce members to some 
alternatives and hopefully less expensive products. It was pointed out that all of the products that 
were talked about and donated to the raffle were mined or produced in the USA. 
 
Products that were discussed: 
Agricultural Pumice, Earth Gro top soil(Home Depot generic), Axis by EP minerals, Good earth or Dr 
Earth fish-bone meal, Growinn worm castings and Powdered minerals, Dyna-Gro grow and bloom 
fertilizers, Neptune liquid fish fertilizer 
 
The general soil mix is simply equal portions of DE (Diatomaceous Earth-Axis) or AP (Agricultural 
Pumice) with your organic, 50/50, mixed well. TAP should be washed prior to using to remove the fine 
particles. 
The top soil mixture is equal portions of DE or AP with worm castings, fish-bone meal, and the 
crushed mineral. This mixture should be mixed well and applied to the top portion of your regular soil 
after your tree is settled into the pot or container. The purpose of this is to allow the benefits of the 
nutrients to leach down to the root mass. 
  
The DE can be purchased at NAPA auto parts and O'Rielly auto parts. On the bottom of the bag or on 
the back you should find the initials EP mining with the words all natural DE.or similar. The crushed 
rock is only available at Orange County Farm supply, to the best of my knowledge. Fish-bone meal, 
Dr earth or Good Earth brands, and worm castings can be obtained at Green thumb or Orange 
County Farm supply. 
 
It was also recommend to soak you transplanted tree so that all the soil is well hydrated and there are 
no dry areas in the pot. 
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Manuel Martinez with the proud winner of the demo prize, 

Takuo Nakamura 
 
 

 

Bonsai Exhibit  
The following local Bonsai Societies will be hosting 

the Bonsai Trees on display 

Orange Empire Bonsai Society 

Orange County Bonsai Society 

Kofu Bonsai Kai 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Society 
At The 

Fullerton Arboretum 
1900 Associated Rd. 

April 16, 2016 to June 19, 2016 
Saturdays & Sundays 
10:00am to 4:00pm 
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K O F U BO N S AI  K AI  -  BO N S AI  I D EAS  

 
B Y M ART Y M AN N  

M AR C H  

 
T h e  p r i me  t i me  f o r  p o t t i n g  i s  Ma r ch .  I f  yo u  h a ve  c r e a t e d  a  s u p p l y  o f  g o o d  b a s i c  p o t t i n g  
s o i l ,  f e r t i l i z e r s  a n d  o t h e r  c h e mi c a l s  y o u  a r e  r e a d y  t o  g o .  A r e  a l l  t h e  u se d  p o t s  c l e a n ?  Do  
y o u  h a ve  a n  a s so r t me n t  o f  g o o d  n e w  p o t s  t o  se l e c t  f o r  n e w  p l a n t i n g s ?   
 
Yo u r  p r o j e c t s  c a n  b e  t h r e e f o l d :  
 •  mo v i n g  p r e - t r a i n e d  ma t e r i a l  f r o m n u r se r y  ca n s  t o  se l e c t e d  b o n sa i  p o t s ,  e i t h e r  f o r  
f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g  o r  f o r  s h o w.   
 •  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t r e e s  wh i ch  a r e  a l r e a d y  p o t t e d  i n t o  l a r g e r  o r  mo r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p o t s  
b e ca u s e  o f  ch a n g e s  i n  t h e  b a s i c  sh a p e ,  s i ze  o r  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  t r e e s .  
 •  r e p o t t i n g  t r e e s  t h a t  a r e  r e a d y  t o  b e  r e f r e sh e d  wi t h  n e w  so i l  a n d  r e mo v a l  o f  
e xc e s s i ve  r o o t  g r o w t h  t o  g e n e r a l l y  i mp r o v e  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  t r e e s .  
 
D u r i n g  r e p o t t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i t  i s  w i se  t o  s t u d y  t h e  t r e e .  Re mo v e  e xc e ss  b r a n c h  g r o w t h ,  
c r o s s i n g  b r a n ch e s  a n d  l o n g  i n t e r n o d e s  t h a t  ma y  h a ve  b e e n  o v e r l o o ke d  d u r i n g  t h e  d o r ma n t  
mo n t h s .  Tr e e s  sh o u l d  b e  so me wh a t  o n  t h e  d r y  s i d e  wh e n  t h e y  a r e  r e a d y  f o r  r e p o t t i n g .  T h e  
t r e e  w i l l  b e  e a s i e r  t o  r e mo v e  f r o m t h e  p o t .  T h e  co mb i n g  o f  t h e  r o o t  b a l l ,  a f t e r  cu t t i n g  a wa y  
a b o u t  1 / 3 ,  w i l l  f r e e  t h e  f i n e  r o o t s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  r e g r o w t h .  D o  n o t  a l l o w  f i n e  r o o t s  t o  b e  
e xp o se d  t o  t h e  su n  o r  d r y i n g  w i n d s — ke e p  a  sp r a y  b o t t l e  h a n d y.  S c r e e n  n e w  so i l  m i xe s  t o  
r e mo v e  t h e  h a r mf u l  f i n e  d u s t .  K e e p  n e w l y  p o t t e d  ma t e r i a l  i n  p a r t i a l  s h a d e  f o r  a  we e k  o r  so  
a n d  t h e n  mo ve  t h e m o u t  i n t o  f u l l  su n .  A l l o w  n e w  f e e d e r  r o o t s  t o  d e ve l o p .  Re p l a ce  a n d  
r e p l e n i sh  a n y  l o s t  so i l .   
 
P r io r i t i ze  y o u r  wo r k  sc h e d u l e .  Va r i e t i e s  o f  co n i f e r s ,  su ch  a s  Sp r u ce ,  F i r,  H i n o k i  Cy p r e ss ,  
e t c . ,  ca n  b y  d o n e  f i r s t .  Ne x t ,  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s  t h a t  a r e  b e s t  d o n e  wh i l e  t h e  
l e a f  b u d s  a r e  s t i l l  t i g h t .  F i n a l l y,  d o  a l l  o f  t h e  J u n i p e r  va r i e t i e s  a n d  t h e  Ba mb o o  sp e c i me n s .  
D o n ' t  w a i t  u n t i l  l a t e  i n t o  Ap r i l .  G i ve  n e w l y  p o t t e d  ma t e r i a l  a  c h a n ce  t o  d e ve l o p  n e w  g r o w t h  
i n  t h e i r  n e w  me d i u m a s  t h e  we a t h e r  wa r ms .   
 
I t  i s  a d v i sa b l e  t o  r e mo v e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  o l d  f o l i a g e ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  h e a v i e r  o l d  r o o t s ,  t o  
e n co u r a g e  n e w  g r o w t h .  D o  s o  w i t h  s o me  l i mi t a t i o n — t o  mu ch  r e mo va l  sh o c ks  t h e  t r e e .  R o o t  
d i v i s i o n s  f o r m wh e n e v e r  a  r o o t  cu t  t a ke s  p l a ce .  T h e se  d i v i s i o n s  p r o v i d e  f o r  b e t t e r  n u t r i e n t  
a b so r p t i o n .  B r a n c h  t r i mmi n g  a l l o ws  n e w  b r a n ch  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  d e s i r e d  b r a n c h  t w i g g yn e ss .   
 
D e c i d u o u s  t r e e s ,  su ch  a s  J a p a n e se  Ma p l e ,  T r i d e n t  Ma p l e ,  G i n g k o  a n d  L i q u i d  A mb e r,  ca n  
n o w  b e  t r i mme d  b u t  wa i t  a  f e w  we e ks  u n t i l  t h e  n e w  g r o w t h  h a s  ma t u r e d .   
 
T h i s  i s  t h e  t i me  t o  b e g i n  t h e  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  p r o g r a m o n  e s t a b l i sh e d  t r e e s .  U se  a  s l o w  r e l e a se  
f e r t i l i z e r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s i g n s  o f  n e w  g r o w t h .  O r g a n i c  f e r t i l i z e r s  su c h  a s  Co t t o n s e e d  Me a l  
( 7 5 %) ,  w i t h  a  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  Bo n e  M e a l  ( 2 5 % ) ,  g i ve  t h e  t r e e s  t h e  d e s i r e d  b o o s t  d u r i n g  t h i s  
g r o wi n g  s e a so n .  Bo n e  M e a l  i s  ve r y  s l o w  a c t i n g  b u t  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  To  i n su r e  
t h e  ma x i mu m b l o o mi n g  p o t e n t i a l ,  n e w  g r o w t h  o n  f l o we r i n g  t r e e s  a n d  a za l e a s  sh o u l d  b e  
wa t ch e d .  K e e p  t h e  n i t r o g e n  co n t e n t  o f  f e r t i l i z e r s  a t  a  mi n i mu m i n  t h e s e  e a r l y  f e e d i n g s  
s i n ce  e xce ss i v e  g r e e n  f o l i a g e  a n d  l e a f  g r o w t h  we a k e n s  t h e  f l o we r i n g  e f f o r t .  U se  a  we a k  
a p p l i c a t i o n  j u s t  a s  t h e  f l o we r  b u d s  b e g i n  t o  s we l l  a n d  a g a i n  a s  t h e y  o p e n  a n d  d e ve l o p .  Do  
n o t  f e e d  a f t e r  t h e  f l o we r s  a r e  f u l l y  o p e n .  M i r a c l e - G r o ® ,  a p p l i e d  o n  a  b i - we e k l y  b a s i s ,  i s  a n  
e xc e l l e n t  a l l  p u r p o se  f e r t i l i z e r.  P l a n t s  a r e  n o w  g r o wi n g  v i g o r o u s l y.  I t ' s  b e t t e r  t o  f e e d  mo r e  
o f t e n  w i t h  l i g h t  a p p l i ca t i o n s  t h e n  l e ss  o f t e n  w i t h  a  h e a v y  h a n d .  Ke e p  f e r t i l i z e r s  a wa y  f r o m 
t h e  t r u n k  o f  t h e  t r e e .  B r o a d c a s t  g r a n u l a r  f o o d  l i g h t l y  o ve r  t h e  p o t  su r f a c e  a n d  c l o se  t o  t h e  
p o t  e d g e s .  Do  n o t  f e e d  n e wl y  t r a n s p l a n t e d  o r  r e p o t t e d  t r e e s  f o r  a  mo n t h  o r  t wo  t o  l e t  t h e m 
b e co me  e s t a b l i sh e d .  A l o w  n i t r o g e n  f e r t i l i z e r s  su ch  a s  Su p e r  Ph o sp h a t e  ke e p s  f r u i t  a n d  
b e r r i e s  f r o m f a l l i n g  o f f  p r e ma t u r e l y.                               B y  M a r t y  M a n n  
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T h i s  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k  c a l l e d  ‘  B o n s a i  I d e a s ’ . ©  B y  
M a r t y  M a n n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o p i e d  w i t h o u t  p u b l i s h e r  o r  a u t h o r ’s  p e r m i s s i o n  

M a r c h  - 2 0 1 2  

 

 

 

 

March 19-20    California Bonsai Society Annual Show, Huntington Library, 1151 Oxford Rd, San Marino, 

10am to 4pm daily. 
 

March 20         The Next LA Community Bonsai Swap Meet  
                          Sunday, from 10 am to 3 pm at Jesse Owens Park  
                          at 7100 White Oak Ave., Reseda 

 
April 23-24 San Diego Bonsai Club Spring Bonsai Exhibition at the Casa Del Prado, Room 101, Balboa 

Park, from 10 am to 5 pm both days with demonstrations at 11 am and 1 pm. Free admission. 
Bonsai pots and trees for sale, as well as other bonsai-related items. For more information, visit 
www.sandiegobonsai.com. 

 

 
 

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
Want to start off 2016 
improving your bonsai 
artistry and technique? 
Beginners: Wondering how to 
get started in bonsai and 
have many questions? Have 
questions on how to prepare 
and display your tree at the 
Annual Show? 
 
No matter what your 
objectives are, come to the 
pre-meeting workshop from 4 
pm – 6 pm before the January 
23 meeting. Let expert Kofu 
members Ryan Cali, and 
Harley Newman help you with 
your bonsai questions and 
objectives.  
 
 

SPECIAL THANK YOU   

Raffle Donors  

Manuel Martinez 
Justin Keller 

Mark Levinstein 
CJ Harnatz 
Wendy Tsai 

Peter Macasieb 
Carol Upston 

Refreshment Donors 

Justine Keller 
Kay Hosozawa 

Joe Strubbe 
Bob and Kim Warner 

Tom Culton 
Peter Macasieb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegobonsai.com/

